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POP This Concilium was appointed to be beld at Mow 
Sterling, eommencing on the Saturday preceding the first 
Sunday in October ; but, the want of general infor matin 


eccasioned a disappointment; on which the place end 
time mentioned in this epistle was appointed and attendd 
te, as expressed in this Circular Epistle. 
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Wo. t The members of the 4th Conciliom, of the 
Halcyon Church &c. met in Fleming County, Kentucky : 
én Satuday.the rath of Ociober, 1805. 

No. 2+ To she highly favoured citizens of Columbia, 
grecting— 

No. 3. Under she influence of am ardent 2eal for 
the ufhering in of the Redeeme:’s Kingdom,’ accompa 
bied: with’ that love which worketh no ill to his neighbor, 
we prefent to your confide:ation the following remarks. 

No. 4. “Since our lait Concilium, in Anno Domini 
og, the blefled cause of Emmanuel has flourithed,'thro’ 
the inftrumentality of his agents, in different parts of our 
happy country in a gloiious manner. 

No. g. ‘the addreffes from the different branches of 

the'Chorch to this Concilium, convey the pleafing intel- 
gence that all are, at this time, in the enjoyment of 
fwutusl friendthip and evangelical harmony, on which is 
founded immortal pleafures > in confequence of whieh we 
Bive no diforders to reiify or breaches to mend, 
te difturb or moleft our united peace and confola- 
‘tion, 
* No. 6. We are, by letter, informed of the eftablifh- 
‘Ment of twelve branches, befides the fisccefs of the heay- 
tily work which, we have reafon (trom information) to 
hope is effeéted in the lower parts of Kentucky, through 
the miniftration of the word, by our beloved and worthy 
‘brother John Davis. 

No, 7. The 12 branches contain 215 members, be- 
fides 46 who came forward at and about the time of the 
tencilium. and joined branch No. 3. in Eleming County ; 
which, in all, make 26r. 

No. 8. There is a fair profpe&t of many other branch- 
es being thortly added to the iiberal and heavenly coniti- 


f ‘tution. 


No. 9. The blefied caufé is running, at the head 
waters of the Ohio, like fire in the dry woods and the 
liberal reams of living waters ifluing from the Sanctuary 
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bepin to. tatnthe barren wildernefs into 2 fruitful held, 
mlule ghesyoung and tendef plants of the great hufbanth 
man exhibit a bleoming profpects vial preluding a rich 
@ilplay oe! fummer fruit, 

. No. A large audience anventell * thie annivers 
fary, ils Uncemmdn good Attention and decorum 7 
Soanifelt among the people. 


No..11t.) We, have: experienced a happy feafon sid 
have reafon to believe that the bleffing:of heaven accom 


paniedjour, weak attempts for the promotion of Zion's 
cause, -l welve minillecs of ‘the Halcyon order ‘are néy 
engaged and engaging in, the great work; five of whoa 
are ordained, agreeably to Halcyon order. 

No. 12: -Lhe Lord. is raifiog wp labourers to exp 
down tke ficldswbich. are white already to tharvefate 
‘The time is now commencing for feven women to tak 
hold of oné man,-faying, “we will, eat our own bread and 
wear our own. apparelonly let us be called by thy nant 
to take away our reproach. The seve women fignify. 
ing the futuefs of the church -undér fectarian bondagesn 
‘Lhe taking hold of one man, fignitying the embracing 
_the privileges of the Milleunium conftitution found d oq 
the charager of Ged. as unveiled in Chrilt exhibited by 
Zerubbabel, or the Millennium Meflenger ; fome ofwiie 

are the ; ae viz 

No. The liberty of fiee enquiry avd inveign 
tion Maa to the loweft member of the church,,and.¢ 
deriving divine ideas through the medium of this Chae 
nel, independent of the judgement of-others. 

No. 14. This, we believe, is what is meant by eat 
ing our own bread—This is admitted not only: in’ doctrine 
but alfo in dilcipiine and’ church government, equally » 


like with both fexes, male and, female; though in a line! 


of evangelical order: which liberty conflitutes the eburch 
government truly a divingrepublic : for the leading oft 
ces, or Elders, in the Churciy ace fo far from being mal 
ters that-in all decifions they are the lat. in exprefling 
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their: minds hy vote and in all other cafes aA not as lords 
oter God's heritage, but, as fervants of the church. 

pNo. 1g. <Each brane is authovifed, in corjunéion 
withthe gevieral body, to call and appoint the neceffary 
officers for the fervice thereofy but rot to compel or force 
——Ail-is condudied confiftent with volition and gofpel 


ys : 

te 36. Bat what does the prophet mean by wear- 
ing our own ‘apparel ? this, doubtic(s, has reference to the 
condefcending love of Emmanuel in allowing all individ. 
wils- (belonging to and ‘in the formation of, the latter. 
day Temple) to conduct according to the ditates of their 
own confcience in all matters which relate meerly to 
opinion or external forms, so far as the fame may not be 
calculated to contrat the effects of love, or friendthip di- 
wie; partieu' ly that of baptifm. 

~No. 17. Some are of opinion that immerfion is the 
molt proper method—othe:s fuppofe. pouring to be more 
copre€i—fome choofe the fame by kneeling and pouring 
others by fanding:—fome conform by kneeling and im- 
methon, others by {tanding and immerfion :—fome for- 
wards and others backwards :—fome are fatisfied with 
what took place in infancy—others do not feel it incum- 
bent on them to fubmitto the elementary form of bap- 
tilm at all, yet are zealous advocates for the internal, or 
fpiritual baptifm.———-Many come forward and are ad- 
mitted into the church without baptifin, who (for want 
of a clear fight of the true nature and defign of the ore 
finance, when received) do not embrace the inftitution 
till fome time after. 

No. 18. We adminifter baptifm in all thefe differ- 


. fe ent ways and if any fubjet require it in any other man- 


net, the faine will not be a bar of entrance into this 
church, 

No. 1g. Butas all are to wear their own apparel, we 
do not feel ourfelves authorifed to baptife infants; as it 
cannot be the apparel of the child, for want of faith. 
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Notwithftanding, a grows perfony by faith in. the parents), 
word, may become clothed wich.this. appa:el and for ‘wang, 
of a proper knowledge of abe ature thereof a real chyil 
tiaa may be kd to fuppole the. fame’ to, be-fufficient, 
This, with xs, is confidercd no bar otstelkawlhip—A 
leagthy narration: of experimental, cxerciics Ke. Reo is 
not demaided as the condition of admittance into,thig 
d-vine.templ- ; but in places thereof .a confeffion of a prt 
ent refoluton to tollow the,Lord, from a fecling fenfe of: 
the necedlity of falvation by Jelus Ch ift and an ‘acknowl 
edzement of his glorious ¢haracier) as the faviour of fia 
NETS. ; 

No. 20.. We have goodjreafon to believe that to de 
mad a relation of a long experience would -keep «many, 
fi ce ¢ fouls back frum fealting on the sich dainvies,of, 
the millennial kingdom ; and likewile what this rigid -res; 
quirement would not prevent one hypocrite from entering 
the vilible charch. Neverrhelefs, any ove is at full le 
berty to give as longa relation of pali experience as. may 
be thought proper aud the fame ts thavktullv receiveds 
every one fhuil wear his own apparel, only let us be cak 
led by thy wame to take away our reproach. ’ 

No, 2t. ) By-this glorious. name is fignified the off 
cial character of that ageney by the inftruamentality of 
whem the latter-day chureb is b. ought forth into vifible 
exillence and exhibited to the world as the perfection of 
beauty a d joy ot the whole earth. 

No. 22., The fubfiance of that which conflitutes the of 
ficial name, or character of that agency, is the leven com. 
municable attiibutes of God as urveiled in chrift and 
held forth by the millennium meffenger, as the only fan 
daid of truth and right in-the preaching of the-everlafe 
ing gofpel and in the building up or formation, of .a pus 
church: on account of which the millennium meflenger, 
or that agency, is ftyled by the prophet, anenfign ; which 
isa ftandard-bearer. 4 

Nog 23. ..This.fiandard.is mentioned by two or three 
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ofthe. prophets as'a matter of univerfal importance; and 
tobe cdlied by tins official Name is to be characterized 
by the dove, wisdom, power, boliness, justice, goodness and: 
truth: f:God: on which every branch of the great work 
Agibe, accomphitheds by the angel or meffenger under the 
divine direction: who is now flying in the midft of the 
church and preaching the everlaiting gofpel to Yooie whe 
dwell on the éarthy is founded, 

Mo. 2g. VPhusahe Pbummim,. or five principal powers 
obfational intelligence, in human nature, will become per- 
fefted by the Urim, iv the divine nature. So will mor. 
tality -besfwallowed up of lite ; and as the dear fons and 
daughters, of: Adam are brought to behold the immortal 
glory, or dignity, of the golden reed, in the hand of the 
augely (or meflenger) the unfpeakable charms thereof will 
captivate every power of their louls, until they by confor. 
ming to this ipiituel meafdre will copofe hvely ftones 
inthe great building of Emmanuel and fo be engaged 
with Zerubbabel m handing forth to. the world, the afore- 
hid SEV EN, until the glory of the Lord hhall overfpread 
the wide creation and paradile is compleatly reflored. 
#No. 25. ‘Thus will the fevea women, by complying 
with the order of the millennium, founded on the Urim une 
wiled in the ‘bhummim, be charaGienzed, or called, by 
that which conflitutes the official pame or charadter, of 
Ze:ubbabel the leading builder in the human agency of 
the latter-day temple and difperfer of confufion ; by whofe 
jut: umentality the reproach thal! be taken away. 

No. 26. By a conformity of chara&ter, in the exer- 
cife of an unrelerved refignation of heart aud condu& to 
the fpirit of the divine meffage, as declared te the world 
by the anillennium meffenger, will the humble and obedi- 
#ot become partakers of the fame character, until the re- 
proach fhall ceafe. 

No. 27. By being called after his official name, the 
fhame-ful reproach of fectarianilm fhall fink into everlalt- 
ing oblivion. 





€ & & 


No. 28. The language then (whieh has heen fo lange 
ufed) from one edt: to another, of ‘stand thou there dys 
thyself come not near this eommunion table, to pa take 
with me; for I am holier, or more correct, than tbhut 
fhall be heard no more. . But, inftead thereof, the? wale 
gpPlaces of Jerufalem will fing together and gofpel friends 
*thip thall univerfally abound—«party prejodice, that bane) 
of rational happineis, thal no more infelt the charch of 
God, nor imbitter the minds of men-tewards each other 

No. 29. ‘Thus will all the children of wildom be led 
to acknowledge one common father—ne common famis 
ly, to feek and worthip one God—to puriue one common 
intereft and to wnite in one religion to compofe one glori- 
eus church. 

No. 30. The great Emmanuel is now opening the 
Temple of God in heaven or millenniom church in the 
Babylonifh, or false chu:ch; by admitting every one to 
eat their own bread and wear tiieir own apparel. Se 
will the elements, or externals, of the church melt with 
the fervent heat of unquenchable fire and with the mus 
tual fervours of divine affection, proceeding from the: 
government of God founded on the feven immortal Attriv 
bstes. 

No, 3%- So will the fubftance only remain in the hu 
wan mind and the ufe, or practice, of the figure forever 
be done away. This divine liberty, in the church, cone 
ceruing different opinions and different forms, doubtlefs, is 
defigned to reprefent the various manners and forms in 
which Chnft manifefled his love to man, efpecially to his 
people, throughout the whole fcene of his humiliation. 

No. 32. Thus, at the reftitution of all things, by 
each conforming to the outwaid forms as his or her owg 
judgement, under the dictates of a pure con{cience, may 
dire&t, the whole fcene of the humiliation of Chirift will 
be brought forward ard clearly exhibited in figure in the 
building up of a peaceable and pure church: of which fo 
many glorious things are fpoken. 
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waNo. 332° Reader, fault’ this plan if poffible; without 
deviating from the liberal fentiments of a Chriftian’ and 
from the love, wridom, power, holinefs, jultice, goodnets, 
tnd truth of Grd, as the fame are expreffed in the foul 
comforting language of the everlafting Gofpel. 

pos qq. VE no flawean be found therein, let us ‘not 
oppofe ity left haply we be found to fight agaiwt Gods 
for:be affured: fellow. mnoctals, friends and*foes of all sanks, 
the God of Madi ‘through the ageney of Jefus Chrift is 
Gow opening the divine kingdom. 

No. 35 Ol let us himnbly bow to the golden feep- 
#6of Zion's King, fo may we become partakeis of che 
tich bleflings of the heavenly ditpenfation. 

tp Now 36.° The pleafing found of the bleffed jubilee 
iWnow about to echo throughout Columbia's favoured 
land and the calm falubrious breeze of mmortak aie will 
quitkly difpel the dark mift of error from the intelleual 
world ; while life, liberty and happitefs.divive fhall ibe- 
aate the opprefféd and compofe the iweet-repalte: 

No. 37. “Khe Millenvium temple is now building in 
this our’happy country, divine evidences of which many 
ofis have received, {ufficient to remove every doubts 
» No. 38. By. diviue authority therefore, in the. name 
ithe Lord Jefus Cheift, we openly and folemnly declare 
that thes latter-day glories. have. commenced: their open- 
ings:and.that we have received a number of repeated eve 
idences trom the Lord, concerning the perfonal agency 
of him whem we know, from divine! teflinwny, the Lord 
bas ordained and fent to be the Meffenger of the divine 
Mifpenfation. 

No. 39. We therefore, in the name of the Lord Je- 
fos Chvilt, openly and folemnly declare that we politive- 
ly know this meffenger, with whom we have. been con- 
verfant,-is ordaitied of the Lord as the firft human agent 
(in the prefent age) under Chrilt, in, condudiing the glori- 
ous and heavenly work; and that thesefore, to oppole 
this agency, in the inftrumentality of this. divine cpera- 
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tion}, is'to oppofe ‘and fight againft the infnediate agent 
ty of the a head of the chureh. 

No. 40, Ob friends aud fell. w mortals! we eS 
you in Chrift’s fread not: to go further iv oppafing thi 
declaration than you are fure -the Lord Jefus Chertt oe 
quires, or juftifies. For, be affureds the contequenct of 
a wilful prefamptuous opp fition to the canfe of heaven 
will be, to thofe who perfift therein, everlafting defirid 
tion fram the prefence of the: Lord and from the glory at 
his power. 

No. 41 We conelade, with our earnelt prayer tote 
God: and father of-ovr Lord Jefirs Chiift, cthat-the fale 
tary beams of the pure gofpel in divine frnplicity may 
prevail, until Jelys becomes Lord of Lords and King a 
Kings. 


Signed by erder of the Concilium. 


JOHN PARKER) 
rgth Oetober, Bog. 

No. 1% ‘Pwo things only are requilive iw codes 
sender rectitude mniverfally trivmphant : viz. 

_ aft, an exhibition and: vindication of truth in 'ivs. nati 
clearne®. 

ad. I'he compleat Hberty of will in the fubjeey @ 
Jearer, to receive, wyprove and openly declare the tut 
4o exhibited and vindicated ; without being fubjedied't 
any kind of punithment or difadvamage on: ateuunt d 
‘the fame. 

No. 2.° Ourpretent blefied Government, (in the hap 
spy band of Cohmmbia}is calculated to qoutes and proved 
thefe privileges.—glorious toleration !—happy fubjei 
But the clergy, {thofe worft enemies of fociety) in order 
to promote and fecure their own exclufive carnal interet 
and importance, are not a little dexterous in impoling 
wpon mankind and duping fociety, by endeavoring f 
overbalance that toleration (which government fecurts) 
with the power of influence and fatanical terror. 

Mo. 3. Such isthe invircibiliey of divine trath, whet 
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Marly exhibited toa feee, fubjedt, thar it anefires ~” 
ganal power.to enforce or promote it. ~ 

No. m4: Compleat toleration therefose,ie alt that i is 
vanting to render the chusch of Chrift-compleatly wieta 
gous over aed adverfaries. 

» Mors. The religion, worfhip, and fuppofed miatne, 
gall. dations and feats, .confifts -™ an pas otal cof the 
Deity in whom they believe. As are their conceptions 
tha Deity, fo is -their religions—to is their worthip, fo is 
— of virtue ;—fuch are their views of govert> 


yon %6. All the \politicaliand religions diftrefs .and 
tonfuGion, in. nations, in kingdoms, in countries, ii 
shucches, in focieties and in fedts, throughout: the sverld, 
@tiginate in and.proceed. from falfe ideas of she divine 
tharadter and of the divine government. 

No. g- Qt what waft.importance then, muft it be te 
the world, to be rightly informed concerning: thefe 
things??? right information muft be the true and on 
ly ground, or medium, of happidefs in the human mind. 

No. 8 We may expect, the enemies of fociety will 
make ufe of every effort.to oppofe andabufe the inftru- 
ments and productions which are defigned and calculated 
toliberate the world from.darknefs and bondage, but if 
they do, truth will wlongh and fallchood will be made 
athamed. 

No. 9. “St is-much etfier'for the wicked to ridicule, 
revile and vilify the productions of the wife than to aa- 
{wer or refute them:—it isnot fo hard to call an equit- 
able flatement of undeniable facts, d/cekguard, as it is to 
Ufpravesthe truth atidipievent' its fuecels.—_It “is Smuch 
talier (for the ungodly) to treat divine truth with con- 
tempt and for them-to-defpife equity: | than to put recti- 
tude» thame. «: 

Dear Brethren, Sifters cand: Friends, we have appointed 
eur @.at-concilium to be held on the Onno river, ix Mae 
fea sounty, Viugiwia, 8 imilcs’above ‘the™ mouth of the 
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great Kanhaway +iver; to cominénte on the Satt 
preceding the fecond Sunday in OGober 1806, Where'd 
when we hope as many of the real friends’ of ‘Bie will 
meetus as may poffibly find it convenient. *' 

Since writing the preceding Epiftle, the church best Me 
ereafed to the number of fifteen branches and upwards of 
400 members; with a great number of warm advocatg 
among different denominations. 

Brother John Parker is continued watchman till net 
conciliym. 

leafe to diregt all letters hereafter, for brash No.4, 
to Elder John Parker, to the care of capt. John Vanbeb 
ber, at Point Pleafant, in Mafon County, Virginia. 

We have lately met with a moft eminent author, ia 
defence of the Halcyon doétrines, from England ; wh 
has wrote largely and mafterly on the fubject; a {pee 
men of whofe fentiments and'talents we thall fubmit 
your ip{pectipn, in the following picces, viz.——— 


A 
LETTER CONCERNING 


THE 


Chriftian Doctrine 


or 


FUTURE PUNISHMENTS 


BY SAMUEL Bourne. 


Shall not ibe Fudge of the whole earth do right? . 
Gen, KVL 





Norwich, Sept. 24, 1759» 


Reverenp Srr, 

Having heard you publicly affert fome time ago, “ that 

the dsGtrine of anmbilation, or, that the fouls of wick 
ed men hall be totally deftroyed in the furure flare,” 
Butte ly inconfiftene with the chriflian {chemé; ard as 
you dd not at that time produce any argument of-reafon, 
Or authority of feripture, to prove what you have affer- 
ted; it vaifedin mea curi-firy to know by what. proof 
You are able to fupport your affertion ; in hope of receiv- 
ng fuch fatisfaction, as may be expected from a gentle- 
man of your known abilities, and ftudy of the chriftiap 
revelation. 
* Jam more ready to gratify my own curiofity in ma- 
King you this public requeft, as I am pe:fuaded, that 
there is nothing more conducive to the dilcovery of truth, 
than if thofe who have ftudied the tame fubject, yet are 
of contrary opinions, enter into a mutual difquifition of 
each others arguments, and with an amicable fpirit of 
free irquiry examine, the frength of what may be alledg- 
td on both fides. 

That Iam of an upision dire@ly opprfite to yours, 
you need not to be informed: nor do I fee the leaft rea- 
fon to avoid either a public declaration, or defence, of 
my opinion. For fo long as I remain fully convineed as 
J am at prefent, that-tdat doct:ine which you afferted, 
more than once, to be abfolutely inconfiftent with the 
chriftian fcheme, is the very doétrine of chriftianity ; it 
will not affeet me in the leaft, whether the opinion which 
J maintain, be thought old, or new, common, or fingular, 
popnlar or unpopular. That men who apply their minds 
“te the Rudy of religion and the holy fcriptures, thould be 
of different and even contrary opinions, is certainly no 
new thing in the chriftian word. Bot that fuch thould 
tonfpire, by a joint examination and friendly contro verfy 
‘to inveftigate truth for themfelves and cthe's, in a fubje& 
toncerning which they cotally differ; is (1 am forsy to 
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fay) fomething new and uncommon. But as the anthop 
of the epifile tothe hebrews exhorts them to provcke ones 
another (as our travflators have rei dered it) to love and 
good works; fo I do not doubt, but you, as well as eve 
ry other reader of this pamphlet, will approve my ccndud, 
jn inviting and urging you in this public manne, toa 
friendly difeullion of fo important a fubject as this betore 
us. 

The importance. of it will, T apprehend be readily a. 
lowed ; eipecially, by thofe who have a real concern for 
the credit of the chriftian ieligion: at leaft, it appears of 


fo much confequence to me, that if it fhould be proved, 
that the final pusifment threatened to wicked mer ig 
the vew teftament, is not a total deftruction, but an erd. 
Jels prefervation in a ftate of milery amd torment ; this 
would in my opinion, fix a greater odium upon chrillian 
ity, and raife a ftrenger objection to ity than all its 
ndveriaries have yet been able to produces aud I will 
venture to alert, that there ae many perfons in thiy nae 
f no inconfiderable underftanding who would be 


tion, « 
ftrongly dilpofed to reject the new teflament as a diving 
revclattany if they were convinced that it contained fuch 
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that any dodtrine fhould be tue, and have the 
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of divine authertty, which alcribes to the {ue 
or of the anive fe, a condud unworthy of 


¢, or goverrvor on earthy a d repugnant to our 


us of he meafur s and erds of gvod gow 
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t eafily be admnted by perfous of a 
igenyous mind. To overecme tit 
rood heart and the remonitrance of a rea 
inft ity willrtquie an tnmenfe weight 
al evidcuces. 


bantation of punifhments is efential to all goed 


Thitte 


government: to exterd them beyond the mits of reafin 
or ct law, which is the public reafon, iscne characierihe 
of tyrannye Where puniflmcuts are extended, of le 





treafed, fo far as the public fafety and welfare require, 
gud o» further; i.e. where they are always limited and 
directed by a view to the happine! , of the wh He; there 
ig good government: but where they are ircreafed, either 
in degree, or duration, beyond what is requifice to that end, 
there is tyranny ; where they are unlimited, or infinite 
there is the greatell tyranny 7 for to punifh a criminal i in 
an exceflive degree, and beyond what the eds ‘of good 
government require, is as real injult ce and cruelty as to 
ject a Ieffer degree of punifhment upon an innocent per- 
fon. For in beth cafes, it ig equally infliQing mifery, 
pot to anfwer any neceffary, or ufeful end, but for the 
mere fake of increaling milery ; which is tlie wort end 
that can be concer rede 

‘There neither is, nor-can be, any other difference, be- 
tween the beft and the worft government poflible ; than 
that the former is adminiflered with a view to picduce 
ad maintain the greateft virtue at ‘ happinels an d to pre- 
vent, or extinguifh, as much as poll ible, wickednefs and 
mifery; and the latter wich a view to prolong and increate 
wickednefs —_ mifery. Now, whether the endlefs pre- 
fervation of wicked {pirits, in order to infiét tpon them 
Winite milcries, be more confiflent with the former, or the 


latter kind of Gove nment; is not difficult to be determine 
i ery, may bea reafon lin 


vor, for deitroying them 


ie : Z. preiervis ge them ferever in a 
wickednefs aud milery, appears more conducive 
gids of the « vorft government, than of the beil. 

To allec that human ignorarce is fo great, and our 
ideas of what is fAitteft and 5 vu imper os that we can 
form no dg rment of what the ends of divine eee sMIENE 
May require and that therefore, for ought we k: in- 
finite punifhment, and the endiefs exiftence of fome Selita 
ih the greatefi mile rye | may be made fublervieut, by the 
incomprehenfible wiid : of vrovidence, to the greacct 
re 


virtue and happinels of the uuiveri¢ pis only arguing from 
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a fuppofed poflibility againft the greateft prebability ; and 


endeavouring, under color of human ignorance, to {creene 
a dictrine apparently moft injurious to the character of 
the fupreme Being. 

In humas governments, extreme and lingering punifh. 
ments ace a certain mak of barbarity, and a criterion by 
whch to diftingvifh a tyrant from a jult and good prince, 

Iu the bet conftituted governmests, puvifhments are 
the mildeft, in the worft, the fevereft. For a perte® ty. 
sauny, is fupported folely by fear; but a jult and legal 
government, by bezter principles and affectios. Whether 
then the beft, or the worft governments on earth, ure 
moft like the divine, whether the greatelt tyrants, or the 
moll beneficent and merciful princes, moft refemble the 
pesfect governor of the universe; no one will hefitate in 
deciding. 

But, indeed, in all human governments, even the worl, 
death (which is annihilation ia refpect to human fociety) 
is the ultimate punifhment: and all that is added, by thole 
judges who proceed to the extremeft rigor, is an augmen- 
tation for a thort {pace ot time, of the horrors and ago 
nies preceding, or attending the execution. And itt 
hardly to be couceived, that any prince, tho’ abfolute im 
power, tyrannical in difpofition and both injured ard in 
cenfed to the highelt degree, would not, in length of time, 
think juftice fatisfied, if not feel his own refentment 
fatiated, by the extreme and lafling miferies of the crim 
inal: the idea of making thefe miferies everlafting, wa 
this in his power ; Would be found too abhorrent to reafon 
avd humanity, to be long entertained in a human breaf 

How then can we think of imputing a procedure, ex 
ceeding the feverity of the greateft tyrant, and of the 
worlt of governments on earth, to that Being, whom we 
file the belt; whofe tender mercies are over all his works; 
Whom we ought to love with all our hearts, and to cone 
template with the greateft delight; and in whofe defigns 
and moealures we ought to place an entire confidence?! 
Why do we ftile him moft merciful? Why addvets him 
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@ THE FATHER OF MANKIND?.«A Father, ii» 
deed, may punifh a wicked and difubedient fon: i. e. may 
‘wahdraw bis tavour from bim, may difivherit him, may 
inflict ftripes, or other penalties upou bim 3 nay acting as 
amagiftrate and judge, may put him to death. But 
qiiat fhould we think of that father, who agting in the 
mpacity of a judge over his offending offspring, would 
mot be fatisfied (be their crimes ever fo great) either 
with their total deftruction, or their fuffering for any 
limited duration, or the addition of the tormer to the 
fatter; but who would rather judge them to live forever, 
than to perith forever in fire unquenchable? How could 
foch a judgment confift either with the equity of 
government, or the clemency of a judge? How much 
defs with the difpofition ef a parent /—How vain is it to 
compliment the Almighty with the titles of moft juft and 
molt merciful ; if ac the tame time we afcribe to him a. 
eondud, not only incoufifieat with the paternal charace 
ter, but irreconcilable to our cleareft notions of jultice as 
well as mercy ? 

Nothing is of greater importance to religion, than to 
preferve the character of the fupreme Being inviolate: 
for without this foundation it cannot be fupported ;.bnt 
will be apt to degenerate into flavith fuperitition, or a 
Pind and favage enthufiafm. Yet, perhaps, no character 
fm thé world has been more miflaken, or traduced, and 
tonfequently fuffered more reproach and injury from the 
tongues avd pens of men; whilfi not tnderftanding the 
mature and end of government in general; nor having 
formed any clear and confiftent notiors of juftice and 
Mercy, or of that public utility, which ought always to 
be intended and anfwered, by punifbing as well as by res 
warding ; they have erected in their own imagination, @ 
fcheme of government, accosding to their own narrow 

tial, arbitrary, or enthufiaftic conceits; and have fond- 
Daneel this fcheme, to the moft fublizne and excel- 


lent Being, whole wildom and goodne‘s art infinite, 
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whofe thanghts and defigns excel thofe of the wif-ft and 
beft nen, as the heavens are above the ea th. 

Nocht g then can’ be more becoming thvfe, who are 
appointed to be minifters of religion, and guardians of 
its truth and purity, than to vind cate G d's poveri meng 
ot the world, and to refeue that molt fublime aud faced 


character, which we thould always contemplate with the 


highelt veneration and affection, from thole unworthy 
notions, which mer are apt to intermix wich their belief 
ofa Deity; and efpecially trom thofe block calumuies, by 
which he is reprefented as no betrer, in ctlect than che 
greatelt tyrant, ivftead of being the moft jult, benificen 
and merciful governor. For the imfuence which elie 
gion has upon the difpoficions and m rals of mankud 
will be ufeful, or hurtful, in proportion as their ientumenss 
of the divine nature and goveriment are gond, oF evil 
The wort evils of fuperftition aud enthufiaim have their 
fource in an unjuft, or partial opinion of the Deity.—» 
Nor can the belief of bis existence, or almighty power, 
preduce any goad effecis, fepa:ate from a_ belief of hig 
perfect juttice and goodneis. A juft efteem of the Driry, 
therefore, is that {pring of true religion and virtue, which 
ought to be preferved, as much as poflibic, pure aud unm 
tainted im the minds of men. 

It is more curious and difficult than neceffary, to at 
count for the propentity of mankind,.to receive and re 
tai fuch i impr thos of the Desty. and his government 
of the world. Whether they moy be aicribed to cholt 
fears ard horrors, whieh are ept dometimes, elpe cially is 
fome perfons to feize and wholly p Mets the imagination 

and the ny diftu:b and over- “power their reaion :—or to 
rik vielent relenrments againft thote who offeud and 
injure them, which tempt them to avenge themielves im 
proporiion to their own power, rather than to du juftice 
in preportion to the offence z and hevce lead them to im 
agine, that the greater power the pefon offended is pofs 
feffed of, the greater puurlhment he will con{-quently im 
flict s—-Or, whether they may be owing in fume inftances 
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tothe fMreneth -of any other paffions;—So much is cers 
taiv, that human pailions and affections, either teparate . 
or united, have a g eat influence upon their urderttands 
ings, and contribute b th to form and confiim their pate 
ticular fentiments of the character and drip: fition of the 
Supreme Being. It may be equally d fficult to trace out 
with any pie tion, how fuch optniens bave actually aiifen 
aod fpread in the world; particularly this babérets nae 
tion of a tate of never-evding milery aod torment. ‘The 
heathen poets sdepid che vulgar fables, iv rega d to the 
Oifferevt {p.cies of the infernal trments. Aud Virpil 
alligns a perpetual ddration of milery to tome criminals 
&Sedet ceternumque {cdebit intelix i befeus:"—th ugh 
to others he is fo favorable -as to allow, in procefs of 
time, a releales: So that his doctrine hes a remarkable 
couformity to the poptih bc ard purgatory. But it was 
the bufinefs of the pets to affect the imaginations And 
to this end, they made the ike wfe of the fabulous tradie 
tions of their times, as Shakelpear dves of his witches and 
apparitions. lhele were the poctacum & pictorem pore 
tenta, which Ciceroy as a pbiloiopher, peaks of with fo 
much contempt, as to toy, * Who can be fo fentelefs as to 
give avy credit to them 2” 

Mabormct fecms a0 adopt the do@rine of eternal tore 
ments in good earneft; and thunders it ont, not only 
gaint! criminals, but again ft all whe do thot receive bis 
Koran. H's tanguaze is “ f bey fhall undergo the rigours 
of an tufinne paineeibey dhall never be e ted on 
their torments.——=Lhey fhall be eternally co: fi ed in the 
fire of- hell.— i hey thall dwell there ete: nally.—Gop will 
thange their burned fkius into. a new fon, that they may 
fur the more.——He hath p epared hell to: them, where 
they thall remato ete nally, the infidels thall be encoms 
pafled with flames of hell._—1 bey fall have fintrts of fires 
Boling water fhall flow ye apon their heads sei he five 
fhall burn whats in their bellies, and thal realt their 
ium Lbey thall be beaten with clubs of iron.—Whea 
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ghey think to go out of this fire, they fhalf ente? further 


into it.— They fhall not die in thole torments, and the 
torture fhall never be affuaged.—lbey fel in vain 
implore fuccour of Gopi 1 hey thell demaid of the keep 
er of the fire, Will thy lord neve: deliver us from thele 
pains?—He thall anfwer-them, ye fhali abide there eter 
pally.—-Vhey hall never get out of this fire, neither be 
able to vepent.——Lheir pains fall be augmented, and 
pains upon pains.” 

It appears then, that this dogtrine of eternal torments, 
is céstai.ly a Mahometan if not a Heathen dottrinems 
Bot whether it be a Jewith, or a Chiiitian docirine,.e 
mains a lubject of enquiry. I have not yet been able 
difcoverany thing like it, in the writings of the Old Teb 
tament: And am fully convinced that thofe paffages in 
the New, which have been thought to imply it mok 
frongly, do dive@ily, and in the ftrongel! manner imply 
the coutraty,—And for proof of this, 1 beg leave to re 
fer you toa dileourfe, now going to be publifhed.* 

It the expreffions of being thrown into a furnace of 
fre—ealt into a lake of fire—into everlafting fie —inw 
hell, where the wor mdieth not, and the fire is not quench 
ed ;—do not import a total deftru€tion, or annihilation; 
I mult contets myfelf wo be utterly at a lofs; and mu 
beg your kind aflillance, in order to find out the meaning 
of them. 

If I tell a man whofe houfe is on fire, that that fires 
wnquenchabie ; the meaning is the fare, as if I told hi 
that his houfe would be entirely deftroyed. If Ttella 
gardener, whofe phaits or bi-ffums, are infedled by th 
worm, thar he cannot kil that worm, or, that it will not 
die; it is the fame thing as if F told him his fruit will 
come to nothing, or his plants die. Or, if a patient it 
afficied with a diflemper, which is fuppofed to proceed 
from worms, and he is told that the worm wilt not die; 
the meaning of the pbrafe muit be, that the difeafe will 

“This was published before the preceding discourses 
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end in the death of the patient. And if fuch phrafes be 
tovfidered as proverbial among the Jews, and that when 
any perion fell into any diflemper, or calamity, that would 
certainly end in deft.uction, it was ufwal for them to lay, 
hat 1s a worm that wall not die 3” or “That is 2 fre 
that will not be quenched 5” the fenfe is perfectly intelli- 
gible: they meant chat it was a lott cafe; that there was 
po poflibility of preventing the deltruction of the perion, 
or things, to which they applicd the proverb, 

Befides, there is fomething ab'ud and contradiQory ia 
the mage made ule of, if we fuppofe chaff, wood, or 
other ulelefs materials, thrown isto an unquenchable firey 
and yet not be confumed and deftroyed in that fire ; or, & 
lining creature caft into it, aid yet preferved alive forev~ 
erin it: For, throwing into the five is always underftood, 
to be the moft effeQual way two deltroy athing: And the 
kefs extinguifhable the fire is, the more certainly will the 
fubject thrown in be confumed. The original term 
( ) properly tranflated, is, to burn up, or utterly 
confume by fire: which is directly contrary to a being 
preferved iv the fire. Who fhall burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire, Mat. 11]. 12. “he expreffion here is 
probably borrowed trom Malachi IV. 1. For behold the 
day cometh that fhall burn as an oven ; and all the proud, 
yea, and all that do wickedly fhall be flubble; and the 
day that cometh fhall burn them up faith the Lord of 
Holts, that it fall leave them neither root nor branch. 
Similar to this is the expreflion in the Epiftle to the He- 
brews: Our Gop is a confuming fire, ( ) 
Which fignifies, utterly deftroying; the very reverfe of 


eo is, indeed, fo direét a contradidtion 


tween the idea of prelerving any creature alive, and 
that of throwing it into a fire, a fire that cannot be ex- 
tingu:fhed; that if duly confidered, it is amazing how 
wien, Cape to join fo oppolite ideas together, or imagine 
them to be confiltent. Chis inconfiltency Mahomet ri- 
diculoafly attempts to resoncile by (aying, “That Gop 
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will charge their burned fkiu into a new fkin, that they 
may {uffer the mre.” 

* Fire is, indeed, an inftrument of torture, as well as of 
deftrudiion. Bat why men fhould think it more becom 
ing the moft juft avd merciful Governor of the world, to 
moke it an initrument of eve.lafting torment to his of 
fending creatures, rather than of their everlafting deftiuc. 
tion; or why, they fhould be difpofed tg take the words 
of fcripture in a fenfe coptradiQory to reafon, jaftice and 
humanity, when they will not only admit of, but are mf 
naturally uoderftood in a different fense, agreeable to jul 
tice and clemency ; is to ine inconceivable. 

The fubject is reducible, { far as the chriflian revels 
tion. is concerned, to this fingle queftion; Whether the 
afore-mentioned expreffions are imended to convey to us 
the idea of everlafting torture, or of everlafling deftruce 
ion, i. ¢, annihilation?——Prrhaps fome may be inclined 
to think, that they ferve to convey ideas, both cf. tor 
ment, and of total deftrudioh. Wich fuch peifons (if 
there are any) I défire to bave no controverly. Becault 
on this fappofition, the torment or milery cannot be inf 
nite. And it is only that Mahometan, Pagan, and (as] 
mult coufels it appears to me at prefént) molt abfurd, cm 
el Anti-Chriftian, and. diab. tical, doctrine of infinite, of 
never-ending mitery and torment, which To am opp: fing 
aid endeavoming to eradicate: Quam excutere opie 
pionem (tv wie the words uf Cicero) umhimet voluiradi 
citus. 

That there are paffages in the New-Teflament which 
imply, that the fenterce of etérnal death ti : 
ted upon criminals with cieumftances cf ignominy, hom 
ror ard pain, proportionate to their guilt, I read ly alldw 
and affirm: Yet am not of opint m, that the figu es of 
being catt into unguenchable fi'e, and. the Tike, are ine 
terded to convey to us any idea of torment, but folely 
that of.total deft uction, or anribilation, or a ceafing to 
exit. Aud the poffage in the bouk of Revelations, whet 
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it is faid, chat death and hell (i. e. Hades) fhall. be eaft 
ito the lake of firey feems to me decifive % this point. - 
Far certai: ly the meaning there is, not that death and 
Hade: thall be tormented (which is mdiculous) but that 
they fall he ab lifhed, 

But isnt my defign, either to trouble you with a 
frerfuous repetition of what hah been fuggctled in the 
dfeourfe refer ed t>, or to exhault the fubj-ct; Bat only 
tirprefent t» you in few words, the view whuh I have 
of it at pret-nt 5-to intreat your friendly a{hitance, i fure 
ther explaining the fubject, aod either rectifying or cone 
f mug my fentiments. 

Give me leave to add, Sir, that it is a fabi-& wornhe 
ofyrur pens that acemding as the dodtrne cf futme 
puothmen: is differently exptuned a d believed. it will 
very dif-rently affe& men’s epinson of the Supreme Bee 
ings aod that in a caufe, in which the honour of Gop, 
and the credit of the chrift.an revelation, are fo imi dic 
ately concerned, you cannot find yourfelf unconcerned, 

For my own part I am pertuad-d. that the vulgar nos 
tion of eternal torments has been productive, not of vires 
tue aad happinef, but of wick dels avd milery in the 
world, where ie bas been molt tericufly aid fteadily be- 
lieved. Howevery confequences are not the lobdject of 
tur enquiry, bat the truth of the doctrine. Vhe proper 
quefion is, What is the d Gitne of our Savio: 2 When 
that i determined; if any man, after allowing the doc- 
tine to be his, yet {halk impure ili cflects to ty or affert 
that it ousht not to be preached, or peblifhed ; he pre- 
tends to be wifer than our Saviour, aud is guihy of an 
arrogance inconhiitent with his ch than profeflou. 

Phat you bear a more free aud o ble mind than to be ine 
fluenced by vulvar prejudices, or snfecied with an itch of 
popularity, or biafled by any mean confideracions; 1 am 
mof willtog to believe, and therefore bope, that you wall 
favour myfelty and others, with a public explanation of 
jour featimeats 5 aud, uf you think proper to sake pen in 
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hand, cannot eafily doubt of your doing ample juftice tg 
fo important and interefling a subject. 
Jam, with flacere elteem, yours, ke. 
SAMUEL BOURNE, 
Tranfcribed by Wittram ALLUM. 
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Rom. XIV. 22. 


“ Hast thou faith ? have it to thyself before Godm 
abby is be that condemneth not himself in that t bing 
which be alloweth: and be that doubteth is damned if be 
eat ; because be eateth not of faith: for whatscever is not of 
faito is sin.—we then that are strong ought to bear tht 
infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Le 
every one of us please bis neighbur for bis good to edifice 
tion. 

Fhe fenfe of the apcfile in this palfage, taken 
feparate from the context, and according to our prefent 
trapflation, is very cbfeure. But by a careful attention 
to the preceding part of the chapter, and the Mate of the 
fhriftians at Rome, to whom he wrote, his meaning may 
be made to appear very evident, 

' "There were two pasties among the chriftians at Rome, 
as there were in moft of the cities, where chriftianity 
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jad been planted. One confifted of thofe who had been 
tonverted from heathenifm to chriftianity, the other were 
the converted Jews. There were alfo fubjects of much 
tontroverfy and warm debate between them; which em- 
ployed the attention of the apoftle: and he exerts all the 
force of reafoning, expoflulation, perfuafion, and addrefs, 
jn order to convince both parties of their errorsy aad to 
compote thofe differences. 

The points of debate refered to in this chapter, were 
the diftinction of days into’holy aid unholy, and of meats 
to clean and unctean, i, e. lawful and unlawful to be 
eateoe The Jewith converts being not entirely free from 
their old notions and prejudices, flill mantained a rel gious 
difingtion of days and meats; and condemned the other 
party as guilty of impiety, becaule they paid no regard to 
that diftin@ion, 

And on the other hand, the heathen converts, who were 
indeed right in their chriftian principles o: faith in thefe 
difputes, yet took advantage in a wrong manner to delpife 
ad infult over the weaknefs and little fuperftitions of the 
Jewihh party: hence anim fisies and difcords arofe, to 
their mutual difquiet, and to the prejudices of the gofpel. 

It will be worth our careful attention to cblerve the 
‘argaments. {pirit aid manne:, by which the apoltle ene 
deivours to put an end to’ thofe difputes, and the heats 
ad civifions arifing from them.—Ic is evident through- 
out the whole, that he earne{tly perfuades both parties to 
‘moderation, and to a favorable opinion and kind t eatmeat 
ofewch other. Particularl), that he addicfles the party 
that was ib the right, perfuiding them to bear with thofe 
that-were in an error.—Ver. 1. Him that is weak in the 
faith, 7. ¢. ab igno:ant or m taken fellow-ch: iftian, receive 
‘ye, i.e. to trie dfhip ard e mmuvion, but not to deubt. 
fal difputations: difturb-not his mind with your controe 
'yérfies——He theo afferts that both parties might thivk 
aid act d fferently, yet with the iame fi cere intention 
and seligious dilpolition. For he that regaideth ihe day, 
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regardeth it to the Lord: and he that doth not regar 
the day to the Lord, he doth not regard it. He that eay 
eth, eateth to the Lord, and givech God thanks: and ly 
that eateth not to the Lord, he eateth not, and giveth 
God thauks: i, ¢. Both may a&t equally upon a good 
principle, and with a view to the approbation of. Chri. 
Let every man be fully perfuaded in his own mind ica 
Let every man form the beft judgment he is able in duch 
controverfies, and a according to it. But let him ab 
low others to do-the fame ;— and not to cenfure or def 
pife any man who differs from him——‘ For what righ 
have you to arraign and judge your fellow chriftian, the 
ever fo weak or fo much in an error? He is not.gou 
fervant in matters of religions he owes you no. fubjep 
tion: he belongs to another mafler; by whofe judgmem, 
and not yours, he muft ftand or fall: nay he fhall be-hol 
den op.—He fhall undoubtedly be acquitted and appror. 
ed, if he hath followed the dictates of his own confciency 
how miftaken foever. And why do you of the one pa 
ty cenfure your brethren as guilty of impiety? And why 
do you of the other party defpife your.brethren as. weak 
and ignorant? Do you not confider that we suff. all flan 
upon a level before the judgment feat of Chrift? infeal 
then of judging and condemning thofe who are of a dik 
ferent perfualion; judge this rather, I:t this ‘be yor 
judgment and determination, to avoid offence, and not 
Jay a foare in the way of a weak brother. tempting « 
compelling him to a& againft his own confcience, and 
do what he believes to be wrong, though you | perhap 
who underftand chriftianity better, knows it to be right 
This, adds the Apoftie is the humane and charitable com 
duct. Befides, luch differences are of ditrle importance 
For the kingdom of God, the gofpel conftiturion, doth om 
confilt in fuch diftindtions, but in righteoufneds, peace, and 
joy in a holy {pirit. Will you then for the fake of fuck 
differences woud the tender confcience of a brovbey 
. tempt him to act againft his own perfuafton, and fo com 
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tribirte to the guilt and ruin of one whom Chrift died to 
five?——For my own part, fays the Apoftle, I know, in- 
ded, and ai” perfuaded by the Lord Jefus, that there is 
fothiing uncleat of itfelf, i.e. I am certain, by my knowl- 
tige of the chriftian principles, that no chriftian is under 
my obligation to that diltin@liion of meats which the jew- 
ifh converts abferve : neverthelefs to him that thinketh it 
t'be unclean, to him it is unclean. i. e.—Notwithftand- 
ing my judgment and declaration; yet if any fhall contis 
fit to have a feruple of confcience in regard to the eating 
dicértain” meats, he ought to abftain from them.”—T'o 
come now to the words of-the -text, the Apoftle addref 
fing one of the wifer party, who cbferved no diftindiion 
@ meats, fays; haft thow faith?—Tt fhould not be an in- 
Wrozation, but an affertion, thou haft faith: i. e. your 
pitciple’is right.—Have it to thyfelf before God. It 
iould be rendered, hold it, or adhere to it yourfelf before 
God:—Happy is he that condemneth not himfelf io that 
titg which he alloweth.—It would be better tranflated 
Wippy is the man, who doth not condemn himfelf by bis 
wo judgment, And he that doubteth is damned if he 
et, Ty fhould be tranflated, but he that thinks there is 
idiftinion of meats, or he who hath a fcruple of con- 
ffience in regard to certain meats; is cordemned if he 
eat? becaufe he eateth not of faith: i. ¢. it is againft 
lis principie. For whatever is not of faith is fin: what- 
Wer is againft principle is fine We then that are ftrong 
tight to Bear with the infirmities of the weak. i. es We 
Who'are in the right, ought to bear with thole ‘who are 
in the wrong, and not to pleafe ourfelves,, Let every one 
@us pleafe his neighbor for his guod to edification i. e. 
het every one of us oblige his neighbor in order to a mu- 
tral improvement in goodnefs. 

The Apoftle’s file is concife and nervous ; end it may 
fetve to explain his fentiments more clearly, if we exprefs 
thei in the following paraphrafe. In regard to thefe 
"Btligious controverfies, you of the ome party are in the 
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right. TE acknowledge it: and am far from perfuading 
you to act contra’y to your principles. Adhere to them 
in your own pra@iices as you hope to be approved of Gin 
Happy is the man whofe principles and p aciice are cote 
fiftent. e is fatisied in his own mind, acd hath nd 
thing for which to blame or condemn himfelf, bur the 
other party ought not to conform to your practice, while 
it is inconfiftent with their principles: they would ibe 
guilty in fo doing; becaule it is againtt their own judg. 
gent. For to aét in any inftance whatfoever againft one's 
own judgment or principle, is afin. You ought not then 
te infult over their weaknels and groundlefs f{creples, 
but fhould be rather cautious of givirg offence, laying? 
{ware in their way, and tempting them to adt agai. 
their own confeience. It is to no purpofe for you to ae 
ledge, that you are in the right, and they in the wrong. 
and chat I confirm yourfentinsentss for we that ave ftrong, 
we who have a better underflanding and founder judg 
nent, ought to bear the weaknefs and errors of others} 
and inflesd of afluming any thing to ourfelves, fhould be 
obliging every one to his neighbor: for this is the way 
to promete the common good, and the mutual improve 
ment of all parties of chriftians.” 

Now trom this view of the fentiments, {pirit and com 
duct of the Apoftle in regard to the parties and contre 
ve fes among the chriflians of his time, we may draw 
fome very important and ufeful infiructions applicable w 
the prefent time, and to all the religious parties and con 
troveifies which are fubfitting throughout the whole chit 
tian world. ; 

(1.) We cannot avoid obferving in general the proper 
conduct of a wife and good chriftian in regard to all con- 
tending parties in matters of religion: which is not to 
blow the coals of coatention, and widen a divifion ; but 
to perfuade all parties to moderation, and brotherly treat. 
ment of each other. In the profecution of this’ truly 
chriflian fcheme and method of reconciling parties and 
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wmpofing: differences, he will make ufe of thewvery fame 
sigumeuts' which the Apoftle ufeths viz. “That every 
Biman hath av equal right to think and judge for himfelf : 
that all chriftians are upon a level'in matters of faith and 
iligion ; and none hath a right to claim any-{pisitual au- 
thority:and- jurifdidtion over others: that none are’ lords 


ie and’mafters, but all-brethers and fellow-fervants, and all - 


equally accountable, each for himfelf, to Chrilt‘the one- 
common Lord and matter of all :.that every man, not on- 
pinay, but ought to follow his own private judgment 

ad the di€tates of his own confcience: and if he doth: 
pot, in any inftance whatfoever, act according to it, he. 
igtondemned, he is fo far guilty: in his own confcience 

wd in the Gght ot God: that what God- chiefly regards: 
Hi and requires is the integrity of the heart: every man who 

atts confifteutly with his own beft judgment, how mifta- 

ken-foever, hall be accepted: that-in general, -thofe dif~ 
ferent opinions and modes in religion, which chriftians 

tontend about, are of no great importance: for the king- 
dom of God, the religion of the Gofpel, confifls in righ- 
teoufnefs, peace, and joy ia a holy ipirit i. e. It conhfts 
is the integrity of every man’s own heart, the peace of 
fociety, and the {piritual joy and fatisfa&tion which fpring 
from holinefs and goodnefs: | That all parties may prob- 
ably-think-themfelves to be in the right: : But if any 
party were asinfallibly in the right-as the Apoftle him- 
felf; this is fo far trom juftifying them in hating, defpi- 
Ying or oppreffing others, that on the contrary it is the 
duty-of the ftrong, of thofe who have a clear underftand- 
ing, and are found in the faith, to bear with: the errors 
and infirmities of ‘the weak ; and the duty of all parties 
to be condefcending and obliging to others, and. to be 
cautious of feducing or forcing any perfon to conform to 
their -way, while it is contrary to the perfuafion of bis own 

mind.” ‘Thefe are precifely the fentiments of the Apof- 
tle; which every wife and -honeft chriftian will endeavor 

to promote in the world, as the baks of reconciliation, 
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peace and union: and they are the only foundation upoa 
which che fecurity-and welfare of the church of Chrift 
ever was, or ever.can, be eftablifhed. 

We may obferve in the next place, the equity and can. 
dour of our Apalile; of which he bath here given ‘usa 
memorable example. How different is the condudt and 
charaéter of Paul, the. chriftian, convert and enlightened, 
Apolile, from that: of Saul, the Jewith bigot and perfecus 
tor. 

Before bis converfion he was violent and outrageous, 
eftablifhing. his own. Jewith religion by the crueleft op 
preflionsy perfecuting the poor chriftians from city to city, 
and putting them to death. But now being a chriflian 
Apnitie he not only permi:s mento differ from him in an 
article, or mode of religion, but urges it as their duty to 
diffent from him fo long as they have the leaft feruple re 
maining upon their minds, ; For though he delivers his 
own opinion and judgment, upon the fubject of contro. 
verly among the Roman-chriftians, with the clearrefs, 
freedom, and. fpirit of am Apoftle, yet he is fo far fram 
contending for bis own -apoitolical avthority, and con 
demning thofe that would mot fubmit ; that he expreffeth 
his own opiaion only as it were by the way, without feem. 
ing to lay any ftrefs ypon it; and infils upon the indif 
penfible obligation every man is under to act according 
to his owa judgment and belief. And in another epiltle 
he declares, with a view.to the like fubject of religious 
eontroverty, that for bis own part, Le would never tafe 
of meat or wine, he,would deny himfclf of any indulgence 
rather than tempt a weak miflaken brother to aQ@ con 
trary. to his own confcience.. Such was the - humane, 
obliging, and benevolent {pirit of this eminent prolelyte, 
after his converfion to chrifiianity. It would move the 
heart of any attentive reader to obferve, in what gener 
aus expreflions he reproacheth bhimfelf, for his own for 
mer conduct in his flate of Jewifh ignorance and bigotry: 

Se happy a.change dees wue ¢hriftianity produce in the 
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minds of men, fubduing the paffions of infolence and ty- 
ranny, making them feel the force of equity and goodnefs, 
and infufing into them the ftricteft. regard to. the con- 
fcience and right of another, with the moft candid allow- 
ance for his infirmities and errors. In truth, there are 
no charalers in the world more oppofite to each other, 
than. thofe of a chriftian, and a perfecutor. 

At is of importance to obferve further, the different 
fpirit and method of the Apoftle. in propagating the gof- 
pel, from the procedure of men fince his time, whe have 
pretended to promote and eftablith the faine true chriftian 
faith and worfhip: Whofe methods have not been thofe 
ef reafon and perfuafiun, of lenity and kindnefs, bet of 
reproach and invedtives, ot curfing and excommunicating, 
of fining, imprifoning, and torturing ; of forcing men by 
all the terrors of poverty, pain and death, to a& againit 
their own judgment and confcience, in a hypocriical 
conformity to their eflablifhments. The ground upon 
which fach men have always proceeded, bas been a fup- 
polition, that they were in the right, and thofe whom they 
perfecuted in an error. But this plea, befide the abfurd- 
ity of taking the very matter in gueftion for granted, is 
dire@ly contrary to the Apofile’s doétrine that they wha 
are ftrong, they who have truth on their fide, ought te 
hear with rhe errors of the weak and fervpulous, But 
let it be obferved, in the next place, that the perfecutors 
have always taken it for granted, that they have truth on 
their fide, and that what they are e@ablifhing by fuch 
oppreflive methods is true religion ; yet the contrary may 
be more truly affirmed ; that it never was in any inftence, 
the real taith and religion of the Gofpel, which were pro- 
moted by fuch inhuman means, bur always faliehood, 
impofture, and fuperftition. ‘The kingdom of Chrift is 
not of this world ; and never was, nor ever can be eftab- 
lifhed on the foundation of worldly principles and mo. 
tives, or fecured and extended by the terrors of perfecu- 
ton, Ic hath always been a worldly dominion and ty- 
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ranny, which the authors and abettors of fuch -meafurer 
Rave in fact laboured to eftablith, under the counterfeit 
names of the true faith’ and ‘the true church of Chrift;’ 
demanding and:forcing, as fit means to this end, a flavih 
fabmiffios of men’s underftandmgs and confciences to 
their ufurped and anti-chriftian authority in matters of 
religion. I we'reflect on paft ages, we fhall find it true 
in hiftory, that perfecution has always been employed in 
fupport of error and-abfardity in belief, of foperftition im 
worfhip, and of an arbitrary and tyrannical power : that 
in former times, perfecution began and increafed in pro. 
portion as men departed fronr the purity of the chriftian 
faith and worfhip ; till the fyftem of popery was eftablifh. 
ed on the ruins of chriltianity: and that in latter times 
perfecution hath abated, juft in ptoportion as proteftants 
have returned back. to the genuine principles of the gols 
pel. And whenfoever the proteftant nations fhall become 
further reformed, and intirely conformed to the truth of 
chriftianity, then, and not till. chen, we may certainly 
expect, that a compleat usiverfal toleration will take 
place in thofe nations. 

This leads to another obfervation fimilar to the fore 
going: which is, that among all parties-ot chriftians, 
where there is the moft moderation, candour, and human- 
ity in pradtiee, there is alfo the moft truth, and the leaf 
error in belief and opinion. Confequently, the fureft te 
by which any perfon of common urderftanding may try 
how far any party or body, church or nation of ehriftians 
underftand the truth of the gofpel and are found in the 
faith , or on the contrary are wrong in their doétrine and 
principles, is ‘to obferve what degree of charity or enmi- 
ty they maintain, in their general conduct towards the 
different parties of their fellow-chriflians. This obferva 
tion is founded on reafon: for undoubtedly thofe are mok 
likely to avoid error, who are the treeft from prejudice 
and a party bias. It is attefled by hiltory ; which informs, 
as, that perfecution has been always applied to fupport 
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efror and fuperftition.” It is agreeable to experience : be- 
caule the church of Rome is at this day the moft un- 
charitable, domineering, and perfecuting’ in practice, and’ 
# the fame time, the m:{t erroneous and corrupt in doc~ 
tine. It is deducible trom the inftance of the Apoftle ; 
who was tofalitbly in the right, and underftood the true 
principles of chriltianity better than any of the ghriftians 
to whom he wrote, yet had at the fame time move cane 
dour, condefcenfion and chaiity towards thofe who differs 
éd from bim, than all of them put together, Finally, it 
isthe fame teft, by which: our Saviour and the Apoftles 
teach us to try the foundnefs of men's faith aud the 
truth of their proffeflions. Our bleffed Saviour thus ine 
fudts us to detedt the falte prophets, the wolves that ap- 
pear in fheep’s cloathing : ye fhall’ kuow them by their 
fruits. - Now. by what fruits can we’ fo certainly dif- 
tinguith them,-as by their humanity and goodnefs, or 
their, malice; cenforioulnefs and hitternefs towards their: 
féllow-chriftians, And again by this fhall all men know 
that ye are my difciples, if ye love one another. Thus 
likewife the Apoftle James teacheth us to judge of the 
ttue faith; Thou haft faith and I have works. Shew me 
thy faith without thy works; and I will fhew thee my 
faith by my works.. In another place he’ gives us: the 
character of true religion, as diflinguifhed from all falf- 
hood, fuperflition and tyranny, that may aflume the, 
pame or mafk of rehgion. Who is a wile man and en- 
dued with knowledge among you? let him thew out of a 
good converfation kis works with meeknefs of wifdom. 

But if you have bitter zeal and contewtion in your 
hearts ; glory not, and lie-not againft the truth.i. e 
Do not cover your unrcharitablenefs with boafting ard 
hypocritical pretentions of holding the right faith and 
maintaining true religion. ‘Ibis wifdom defcendeth not 
from above, but is earthly, fenfual, devilith; it is vile 
craft and wicked policy to gain your worldly ends. But 
the wifdom that is from above, the true knowledge and 
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faith of the Gofpel, is firlt pure, then peaceable, gentle; 
ealy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, with- 
out partiality and without hypocrify.—A more juft and 
admirable defeription of genuine chriflianity cannot be 
expreffcd ; and here is the true mark and character held! 
out to us, by which we may difcover it in the world. 

Thus we find it is a confirmed obfervation, That the 
true faith ard charity of the Gofpel are infeparable, and 
that the latter is the clue by which we are to find ou? 
the former, amidf the confufion of various” difcordant 
opinions, modes parties, and denominations.—Under thig 
head let-me add, That it becomes us, as chriftians, to exé 
tend our charity even to thofe, who of all men*in thé 
world leaft deferve it, I mean, perfeeutors themfelves. 1 
i poffible, nay probable, that fome of them may act putes 
ly froma miftaken judgement, tho’ they are fallen inté 
the moft pernicious of all errors; and that they may real’ 
ly think that they are doing God fervice, while they aré 
abufing and perfecuting his moft faithful fervants. Thi¥ 
we know was adtually the! cafe of our apoftle, who did it 
igvorantly (and not from baf. and worldly motives) and! 
therefore he obtained mercy. 

To conclude :—The great points of our conftant view’ 
through the whole conduét of life, fhould be thefe three, 
Firft, To preferve or minds open to conviction and rea 
dy to receive informatiun ; left we fhould be blinded with 
ignorance and prejudice, and aét by the impulfe of aa 
erroneous judgment and confcience :. in which cafe itis 
poffible that we might fall into the like dreadful errot 
that the apoftle was involved ini before his converfion ; 
and do the greateff injuries to mabkind, under a wild 
enthufiaftic imagivation, that we sre contending for the 
truth, and promoting the glory of God.—Secondly,. that 
having gained the beft information we are able, we a& 
feadily and conlifteutly, according to the judgment of 
our own confcience, unmoved by any worldly motives. 
This is chriftian integrity, whith God, if not men, wil 
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always.approvee To act otherwife in any inftance is in 
fome degree criminal: for whatever is not of taith is 
fin.— And finally that we allow and encourage: others. to 
do the. fame; and not only forbear blaming, but approve 
and. commend them for their integrity, in following. the 
dictates of their own confciences, how muchioever, they 
differ from us, according to the soble example, as well 
as iultruction, which our excellent apoftle hath {et- before 


Ws. 

On the firft of; thefe depends the knowledge of truth; 
on the {<coud, the peace of every nran’s own .mind 5 on 
the third the peace of faciety; and on all three together, 
the general improvement, happinels, and falvation of maa~ 
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ON THE 
"Office and Dignity of Chrift. 


Acts Ve 3% 
Him bath God exalted to be u Prince and a@ saviour. 


, VARIOUS opinions have arifen among 

Chriftians concerning the power and office of our bleffed 
faviour. This variety hath been a natural confequence 
of their different underftandings and methods of concep- 
tions, their different means of inftruction and information, 
‘and-the different fenfes in which they have interpreted the 
fame words of Holy Scripture. Many attempts have 
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been made-to.remove thefe differences, to rectify men’s 
opinions,-and to promote the knowledge of truth. But 
fuch attempts have not only failed of attaining the end 
propofed ; but have been often made with fo lirte judg 
ment, or received with fo little candour and imparttalie 
ty ; thet inftead of remedying that difference of opinion, 
which, if an evil, is a very fmall one ; they have added tp 
it that difcord of affection and party-hatred, which is um 
doubtedly a very great evil. 

Que thing which bath contributed to render all fuch 
attempts ineffectual, or productive of confequeices worfe 
than the difeale itfelf, hath been this. Men have rather 
fludied to divide and multiply the characters afcribed tp 
our Saviour in the New-Teftament, and confequently tp 
perplex our minds in conceiving of them ; than to reduce 
them to one intelligible meaning : and particularly have 
apphed thof- titles to the perfon of our Lord in a mete 
phylical fenfe, which are given to him in {cripture folely 
on account of his office aad dominion. _It will greatly 
facilitate our conceptions, and ftrengthen our . chriftiaa 
belief, if we confider the various eminent titles and che 
racters afcribed to him, as intended not to fignity differ 
ent properties of his nature, or offices of his mcdiati nj 
but only, to recommend him to our efleem and venerating 
i» various allufions to different dignities and offices among 
men.—— Fur inftance, in allufion to the office a. d dignis 
ty of High Prieft among the Jews; he is faid to be our 
Hizh Priclt, and to offer his own blood as a faciifice for 
us.—1) allufion to: patrons” and interceffors in exrthly 
courts; ke is characterized our adv cate with the Fa 
ther ; and d-{cribed as continually makiag  intercefhon 
for tiseeLs reference to the power and dignity of tempi 
ral princes; he ts tiled, A pince mighty to fave tothe 
uttemolt, and his government av everlathing kingdomes 
Compared to generals who fight the battles of their coum 
try, and overthrow its enemjes ; he is denominated. th 
captain of our talvation, who lubdues our fpiritual eu 
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thies—And as angels, and ¢ven earthly governors are 
falied GODS in feripture; fo He is fometinies in a 
more eminent fente ftiled a GOD: not on account of 
lis tmetaphyfical nature or effence (which the feripturé 
ith not a woid of). but on account of the dominion or 
government, which GOD hath committed to him for 
the eternal falvation ‘of mien.—Finally as angtly and 
@en good men, on account of their piety and goodoels, 
wd the divine favor toward them, are frequently called 
the fons of GOD: fo He is moft frequently aod in the 
woh eminent fenfe charaferized the fon of GOD: de- 
goting by that title, not the derivation of his effence, 
bat his moral worth and dignity in the divine eftimas 
ton.—All thefe titles and characters maybe reduced to 
me and the fame meaning: recommending him ‘to out 
feem and confidence, as being appointed of GOD the 
Seviour, Governor and Judge of mankind in refpe&t to 
tir eternal {tate ; as qualified and empoweied to take 
fare of our moft important interefts, and to beftow the 
wards of immortality on good men. 

‘It will confirm this explication, to obferve, That the 
privileges and bleffings we derive from his mediation, 
wié defcribed in the fame allnfions and figurative expref- 
fons. As tie was in a moft eminent fenfe the Son of 
Gd; fo it is faid, that he gaye his followers a power 
& privilege to become the Sons of God,—As he ig 
fild the heir of all things; fo his true followers are 
filed, Heirs of God and joint-heirs with himfelfi—As 
he hath the title of King and of High Prieft; fo he 
hath made them to be Kings and Priefts to his God and 
Father,—As he received from Gud a kingdom; fo he 
faith’ to his difciples, I appoint unto you a kingdom. 
SAs he is faid to be one with the Father; fo it is faid 
that he raifeth his fillowers to be partakers of a divine 
haturé, and to be ove with him, even as he is one with 
the Father.—Ard further, as he is deferibed as fitting 
vpon a throne of glory, and coming to judge the world; 
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fo he declaves to'his:apoftles, that they fiould fit down 
with him on his throne; and that they fhould judge the 
twelve tribes of Ifiaelm—In a word, as He is: ttiled the 
firlt. born among. many. brethren, with whom he partook 
ef human infirmity and mortality ; fo they are defcribed 
as partaking with him in his refurrection, exaltation, do 
miniop, glory and joy.—-All thefe expreflions and figures 
are reducible to one and the fame weaning: dedcribing 
in various lights the grand effets of our Saviour’s em 
terprize ; when all thole who have followed his example 
of virtue and obedience, fhall be raifed from the dead 
in-the likenefs, and by the power of their exalted Prince, 
be clothed with immortality, and. inherit the kingdom 
prepared, for them,--where he refides. and {hall reign 
forever.- 

The Apoftle Peter in the words of the text reprefents 
the dignity of chriftin the molt eafy and intelligible 
terms; yet fuch as comprehend the greatnefs of his char 
acter, and the end of his office: him hath God exalted to 
bea Prince and a Saviour. ‘The title of Prince implies 
the power or dominion God hath committed to him: and 
the term Saviour the end for which that power was git 
en, namely, the falvation of men. All the titles and at. 
tributes, therefore, afcribed to our Saviour in his exalted 
fiate, unite in one general idea, which is that of a bene. 
po: from whofe power, and goodnefs mankind derive 

encfits or privileges of the higheft, molt lafting and ex 
tenlive nature; namely, a refurrection to a future ftate, 
a perfect adminiftration of juftice in that flate, and to all 
good men the poffeffion of immortality and endlefs hap 
pinels. 

To this dominion er empire our Saviour rofe by his 
Vintec, or his molt perfe&-exemplary obedience to the die 
vine will. For ‘it is faid, that he bumbled himfelt, and 
becaine obedient to death, even the death of the crofs: 
and therefore God highly exalted him. And he himlelt 
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declares, that God hath committed all judgment to hita, 
becaufe he is the Son of Man. 

» For this exaltation, as the reward of his virtue and 
thedience, he prayed to the Father Almighty, in thefe 
words, a little before his departure from this world: I 
have glorified thee on earth, I have finifhed the work 
which thou gaveft'me todo. And now -Fathér glorify 
me with thylelf with the glory which I had with thee be- 
faethe world was. 

The author of the epiftle to the Hebrews, in order to 
recommend our faviour and the gofpel religion to the et- 
‘teem and acceptance of the Jews, and obviate their fer.- 
ples and prejudices, makes frequent allufions to the ‘em- 
ple fervice, and to the office and dignity of High-Prieft, 
For the Jews were educated in a high veneration fer 
AMhofe things ; and therefore the author made choice of 
fich allufions and figures as moft.effetually to anfwer the 
end propofed, viz. to make the Jews willing to relinguifh 
the pomp end ceremonies of Judaifm which were no bet- 
ter'than empty fhadows, and entirely embrace the fub- 
Mential and {piritual religion of the Gofpel. But our fa- 
viour never defecribes his own future dignity and office 
under a facerdotal character, but always under that of a 
Prince, a fovereign, and judge. Hence we may conclude, 
that how proper foever the former allufions might be, as ° 
addrefled to the Jews; yet'the latter charadier is better 
Upon the whole, to give us a juft conception of his medi- 
atorial power and office. It is this latter which the apof- 
tles makes ufe of, in their firft delivering the Chriflian doc- 
tine to the world : faying, That God had raifed Jefus 
from the dead, and made him Lord and Chrift; exalted 
him to be a Prince and a Saviour ; in crdet that he might 
five repentance and remiflion of fins. 

It is folely or principally in the kingly charaéter that 
the dignity of our Saviour is prophetically. defcribed in 
the writings of the old teflament: as particularly in 
Maiah. 1X. 6. For anto us achild is born, unto us a fon is 
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givens end the government fhall be upon his fhoullesl 


& of the increafe of his government and peace there {hula he 


be no end. He is seprefented figuratively as fucceediug 
to the throne of David: and at the fame time his king. 
dom is defcribed in fuch characters as cannot all agie 
to any buman government. 


The higheft dignities and moft important officy—y 


among mev are no more than fhadows o faint refem. 
blances of the glorious power and office of our Saviour 
in the redemption of the world: and the fcripture maki 
vfe of fuch fenfible allufions to affift our feeble apprehes. 
fions of things fo fublime and {piritual. But yreat mil. 
takes and errors have arilen from adhering too much & 
the letter, without wnderftanding or keeping in view the 
general meaning and defign of all fuch expreffionsm 
When our Saviour fpcke to the Jews of cating his ich 
and drinking his blood, aud they didnot underftand his 
meaning ; he tells them, that his words were to be takes, 
net literally, but figucatively or {piritually. For the tt 
ter, iaith he, profiteth nothing: but the {pirit giveth life: 
The words that I fpeak unto you, they are. ipisit and 
they are lifes i. e. they are-mot to be underfiood ina 
grofs and material fenfe, but moral and fpiritual. So trom 
the titles afcribed to our Saviour in his exalted fate, 
taken from human dignities and offices, we fhould leam 
to form the highe(t and pureft conceptions we are able, 
of his {piritual dignity, and of the great and benificem 
end of his office, as tar excelling all that is human and 
temporal.——But as the Jews of old, fo chriftians of late 
times have been too apt to let their attention be wholly 
employed about grofs and material things, even in their 
moft folemn and religious performances. Hence they 
have paid a veneration to the very elements of bread anf 
wine, which they receive in commemoration of our Se 
viour ; or ® his body and blood, in’a literal carnal fenfes 
while they have neglected to fix their attentions on wht 
is rational and fpiritual, what is moft excellent in itfel, 
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and moft worthy of our veneration; that perfect virtue of 
obs wind, that unlimited piety and obedience to the will 
ohGod, and that moit generous. and extenfive benevo~ 
Ince to mankind, which . he exemplified in voluntarily 
fabmitting to deathy even the death of the crofs. So in 
@nceiving of the mediatorial dignity and office of owr Sa- 
wwiour, chriftians are too apt to intermix ideas of a low 
worldly grofs or puerile kiad, Nor is this to-be wonder- 
¢dat, when they are ready to afcribe, even to the fu- 
preme and all-perfect being himfelfy the weaknefs and 
grtial affections of human nature. 
) Particularly, they fall into two contrary extremes: 
mhile fome have-confidered our Saviour as ‘little mote 
dan a Prophet of Gon and’a preacher of righteoufnefs -not 
gafidering,-that the falvation, government, and difpofal 
of mankind in a future ftate is a far thigher end of his 
emerprife and office, than any change or. retormation 
which could take place in this world: and that-to -raife 
en from.the dead, and to judge them in another world, 
ip far more glorious than to work the greateft miracles 
and deliver the beft inftructions here on earth. Others 
the contrary have confounded the power and dignity 
ef ouc Saviour, with Gop’s abfolute perfeQtions and 
boundlefs dominion: and, as if there could be no_ inter- 
mediate powers or natures between man and the one. fu- 
prene and infinite being, have fuppofed the mediator to 
be equal in all attributes, and the very fame in effence, 
with Gop who appointed him to be mediatur ; and hence 
have afcribed fuch compound and indeed contradictory 
titles to him, as are no where to be found in the New 
Teflament. Whereas it is expresfly faid, that to us 
éhviltians there is-but one God the Father, and one Lord 
_ Chrift: and that when we confefs him to be Lord, 

is to the glory of God, who conftituted him Lord, ex- 
ated him to be a Prince and a Saviour, and. gave hima 
ame which is above every name: Our Lord himfeif al- 
tribes his own power, dignity and dominion, and. bis life 
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alfo, to the free gift of God: and hath taught us no doe 
trine more plainly than that the redemption and falvation 
ot mavkind is owing to the original goodnels and mer 
cy of the Father Almighty. If we will lay afide all 
doégtrines and traditions of mer, attend clifely co the 
language of the New Teftament, and endeavotr to un 
deriland it in a confiftent rational and fpiritual fenfe; 
we fhall not find it fo myfterious and difficult, as fome 
have immagined it to be, by various miftakes ur mifcon 
fimions. Thofe frequent allufions to human dignities 
and offices, which we meet with in the defcviptions of 
our Saviour’s dignity and office, are proper in themlelves 
to give us as.clear and’ rational apprehenfions as the hu 
man mind is capable of. For asia human fociety, Gop 
hath conflituted various powers and offices for the pro 
teGtion and benefit of mankind ; as all the bleffings of 
this life are derived to us, not immediately from the 
hand of the Almighty, but by the intervention of fuch 
perfons as his wifdom hath appointed ; as it is the ufual 
order of his providence, to make the virtues and abilities 
of one man the means of conveying the greateft benefit 
to many others; as the moft public. and extenfive deliv. 
erances in this woild are accomplifhed by fuch eminent 
perfons as divine providence raifeth up and qualifies for 
that end; So comparing great things to {mall, and 
eternal to -temporal deliverances, afcending fiom low 
things to high, and-raifing our ideas above all human 
power and dignity, we may hence form juft and rational 
cenceptions of the’ mediatorial character, dominion and 
office of our Saviour; and may eafily apprehend. the 
oeconomy of divive wifdom and zoodnefs, in our redemp 
tion by him. That the Almighty Father of mankind 
moved by his own paternal goodnefs, was pleafed 
fend into the world, in the fulnefs of time, in the figh 
of men and angels; a perfon cloathed with fleth and 
blood, and with external marks of meannefs and povert-, 
appointed to uadergo the tials of this life, to fuftain.a 
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dharacter of perfe&t virtue and obedience to the divine. 
will, aud to fuffer death, even the death of the crofs, 
and finally to rile from the dead; as a fuitable prepara- 
tion in oider to his acquiring the dominion and dilcharg- 
ing the office intended for him, and becoming the eter- 
mal governor and judge of mankind: that confequently, 
Gop hath exalted him to be a Prince and a Saviour 5 
pot in any temporal or worldly fenfe, but in a far more 
‘foblime capacity ; and hath given him power. over all 
feth, to_give eternal life, to all the virtuous and obedient. 
‘The grest author and finither of our faith underwent the 
poll difficult trials of virtue, and humbled himlelf to the 
loweft eflate, that he might obtain the high honor and 
glorious office .of railing mankind from the dead, and 
conferring the rewards of eternal life. By his death he 
gave the higheft inftance of his own piety; and by his 
telurretion the {trongeft proof of his power. By prac- 
tiling every human virtue, he hath moft powerfully ree 
commended virtue to us. By appearing alive from the 
dead, he hath convinced us of a life to come. By fuf- 
taining the toils and pains of mortality, he has become 
the author of immortality; is gone before into the invifi- 
ble regions to prepare manfions for thofe who follow 
him; aud wiil return again with power aad glory, to 
judge the world, and to receive all who fhall be found 
worthy to enter into his everlafting kingdom. 

» To fum up the whole :.as all the temporal benefits of 
providence are conveyed to us by fuch.perfons or mediums 
as divine wifdom hath appointed: fo the eternal bleffings . 
at divine forgivenefs and favour are conveyed to mankind 
bp the intermediate power and: goodnels of Chrift our Sa- 
Mour. This doétsine is fo clearly revealed and exprefled 
inthe Holy Scriptures, that all chriftians may eafily agree 
da it. Awd. it is not only intelligible in-itfelf, but tufii- 
¢ient to the faith and pradtice, comfort and hope of every 
Cbriftian. Other opinions in regard to our holy religion 
are but of little moment.. For while men believe, that 
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the Gofpel teaches the. mioft perfect virtue ; and containg 


the fure promife of eternal life, as the reward of virtue; 
@ promife made (ure by the refurreétion and exaltation of 
our Saviour ; and in effect of this faith, live lobe ly, righ 
teoufly, and pionfly i the world; they are beyond al 
doubt the true diiciples of Chrilt; and will be acknowb 
edged by him as fuch;.at the fame time when he will de 
clare to others, 1 know you not, depart trom me, all ye 
that work iniquity. She point of the greateft moment 
then, is to convince-men thoroughly of the truth of tila 
doctrine, feparate from all abftract aud metaphyfical {pee 
ulations ; and to perfuade them to live under the conftant 
praciieal influence of it, Our moft earnelt application 
fhould be, not to thofe whom we think miltaken in fome 
particular and controverted opinions; but to thofe whe 
either entirely reject the chriftian faith ; or who pretend 
to believe it, yet. pay no regard to it in their life and prac 
tice ; for fuch pretended believers ars in regard to all th 
important ends of religion, it not worfe, a no bet 
ter than infidels. 

We have thus far explained the do@rine of the Gof 
eoncerning the power and office of our faviour ; and haw 
endeavored to make it appear intelligible and rational, tha 
we may the more eafily underftand- and more firmly be 
lieve it.——-We fhall in a following difeourfe, endeavour to 
remove the principal objections and prejudices conceived 
aghinft it; and at the fame time obferve the principal ev 
idenee for the truth of it—In the mean time we fhal 
conclude with obferving in general, the moral and prae 
tical influence of this do@rive. 

No means or motives can be applied to the humat 
mind more powerful to correct its vices and diforders, 
more proptr to improve and ennoble it with the beft fents 
ments and the moft virtuous affeflions, with the fncer 
eft piety to God, and the moft diflnterefted and extenfive 
benevolence to mén, than a faithful attention to the char 
aéier and example of our Lordin his ftate ef trial on earth 
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wd ‘bis exaltation to heavenly glory ‘and doininion, ~ 
Here we fee the intention of the fupteme Guvernor of 
the world to diftinguifh and reward true yirtue and obé- 
dience to his will, and the greateft virtue with the high. 
dibonor and happinefs. For our Saviour, who is advan- 
ted to the invifible fiate to an eternal dominion over all 
pankind, was himfelf the beft of mankind, and éxkibited, 
previous to his exaltation, the moft perfect example, not: 

§ only te men among whom te was converfant, but as we 
may well se to all thofe fuperior beings, who have 
oy knowledge of human affairs. 

What can fo effeétually difengage our minds from all 
fordid cares and paffions, and every attachment to world. 
ly poffeflion and pleafures; what-can fo powerfully ani- 
mate them with great-and pleafing bopes ; as to contem- 
late our Saviour defpifing the glory and- pleafore of this 
world, and with perfe€&l magnanimity embracing poverty 
fufferings and death, that fo he might fuftain the nobieft 
tharater of virtue, end rife after death to everlafting hon- 
rand glory? and to confider our felves as bound by our 
holy profeflion to follow his fteps as our leader, and ke 
himfelf, by a patient continuence in well-doing feek for glo- 
w honor and immortality ; that fo we may receive irom 
his hand the un{peakable gift of eternal life, 

If this our chriftian faith produceth no effegt, in laine 
ing and governing our lives, and in purifying oar hearts 
from fintul affections and defires ; hall we not be jultly 
pronounced incorrigible, and meet witha heavier con- 
demnation from the righteous judge of the world? 
Would it not be better for us,not to have known the 
Way cf righteousne{s, than after we have known it to 
‘tum from the hely commandment delivered to us? But 
ifin cofequence of our Chriftian Faith and profethon, we 
become the true followers of Chrift and intitators of his 
tkxainple ; we may be affured, that as he was railed from 
the dead, and exalted to glory and dominion, fo all his 
fincere followers fhall in like manner be raifed by him, 
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‘and advanced’to proportionate degrees of honour and hap. 
pinefS in his everlafling kingdom. Which God ot hisin. 
Smite mercy grant through, Jefus Chrift our Lod; to 


whom ke glory in the churches throughout all ages. Amen; 
Tranfcribed by Wiriram Axium, 


A 


DISCOURSE 


ON THE 


Right ufe of the Underftanding, 


z Cor. XIV, 20, 


“In understanding be ye men.” 


TO give attention to things molt excellent in thei 
mature, beneficial in their effects, and lafting in their du. 
ration, things moft requifite to the good of mankind snd 
to our own happinefs ; is evidently the beft employment 
of the human underftanding. On the other hand, to be 
ferioufly bufy about trifles, and inattentive to things of 
importance; to beftow much labour and expence upon 
the body, and to neglect the culture of the mind; to be 
tenacious of dark opinions and {uperfluous ceremonies, and 
vegardlefs of the cleareft truths and moft ufeful inftrue 
tions; to be captivated with an external fhow whichis 
of no value, and to negle& that virtue and goodnefs which 
is of the greateft worth and the end of all religion ; thee 
are all charaCteriftics of a falfe judgment and a little ue 
derflanding. 
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The underftanding of man, duly cultivated and improve: 
a, looks beyond thofe minute objeéts which childith), 
weak and {uperftitious minds lay hold of and dwell upon; 
wi founds his religion on the nioft enlarged conceptions 
Mean poffibly form of the greateft and belt of . beings, - 
ail of the intentions of his wildom and goodnefs.in the 
fomation of the world. But a mind contraéted,and pofs 
fled by little and falfe ideas, conceives of Gop as being 
ahegether duch an one as himfelf; influenced by particu. 
la affections and atipathies, loving this fect and hating 
the other, requiring the belief of unreafonable doctrines, 
delighted with outward formalities, eafy of accefs to fome, 
intxorabie to others, eleling a few to eternal life with- 
out reafon, and damning all the reft without mercy.— 
Hence his zeal will be all employed about . fpeculative 
points, the traditions ot the elders and the. externals of 
worfhip ; and he will feek to gaim the divine favour by a 
fille fhow of devotion, or contending for an unprofitable 
ith, rather than by the fubftantial duties of an innocent 
aud beneficent life. Suchierrors are beft corrected by 
opening and enlarging the underflandings ef men, and 
kading them to diftinguifh what is moft excellent and 
important from every thing trifling and fuperficial. 

There are in reality but three kinds of religion in the 
world, though there are numberlefs different. denomina- 
tions. ‘Ihe firlt is a religion of the fenfes, when men’s 
minds are awed and captivated by fenfible objects, by 
ddifices, images, founds, poftures, proceflions, veltments, 
ke. in a word, by a pompcus apparatus of worfhip: 
this is the very genius of fuperftition, and fprings from, or 
produces, the moft childith mi(conceptions of the nature 
of God and the end of relszion, ‘The feeond is a religion 
of the paffions, and confilts in certain fervors and tranf- 
ports, in contraétions or dilatations of the heart, in ele- 
vations or depreflions of the fpirits: this tends to enthu- 
faim. The third is a religion of the underftayding, when 
men are duly convinced on rational evidence of the great 
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oe -wraths of religion and deliberately refolve to govern their 
oe /-adtions accérding to them. 
~ Ear fact, every religion in the world is a compofition 
of thefs three kinds: but is rational and uteful only iv 
pr jon as it oartakes of the lait kinds oras it iy 
adapted to the underftandings of men, and convributes 
pisterve and firengthen the judging faculty of the mindy 
jo due goverument of the fenics aud aficAions. Yer’ 
we cannot entirely exclude either of thefe former fi 
the fervice of religiot 5 nor ought this to be attempral 
under any preteuce of thinning fupeiftition or enthulk 
afm : mankind are not capable of a religion fo fpirit 
and refined. ‘The fenfesy and much more the affection, 
are of great ufe imreligion, when they aré under the g: 
ernment of a good underftanding. ‘They belong to 
conftitution of or natures; and are neceffary to excit 
us to activity and diligence. ‘he fpeculations aod opi 
ions of the underftanding, how juft and important foevey 
only operate by producing affections: and whgfoever ¢ 
attentively confider the great do&rines of religion, with 
out being in» tite teaft affected, bas good reafon to qaeh 
tion: hinnfelf, whether he has any beliet of them. 
Bot if the fenfes and affeStions are not under te 
govermnent of a found judgment ; they are blind guides 
” ia religion, aud may lead us into great abfirdities, into 
the mean tricks of fuperftition, or the wild revetits 
of enthufiafm. The men who have invented, compiled 
propagated and cftablifhed religions in the world, bave 
adapted cheir fchemies with a principal view either té 
the wnderftanding, or to the paffions, or to the fenfes of 
mankind ; a¢cording to the different ends which thef 
had principally in view, viz. eithe: to rule and enflavé 
the populace by fuperftition ; or to excite them to hold 
and defperate attions by entiwfiafm; or to inform an 
improve their misids by that which alene is properly fli 
led religion. 
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“ For then will I turn to the People a pure 
“ Language, that they may all call 
“ upon the Name of the Lord, 
to serve him with one 


“ Consent.” 
“ Zern. III, 9.” 

















PREFACE, 


BRETHREN, SISTERS AND FRIENDS, 


WE Now come to the clofing piece promifed in 


the fubfcription. Agreeably to the fubfcriptiop we have 
in the firft place handed yeu a Small Hymna Book, de- 
figned for the temporary ufe of the Haleyon Churct 
We expected to have had the balance of the work com- 
prifed in three fermona, on the dodtrines of the Millenni« 
um, of my own didtion; but as at about the time our 
firft fermon fhould have been exhibited there came out a 
publication againft the holy caufe in which we are engag- 
ed; (By the Rev. David fs 

—It was the pointed requeft of a number of the fub- 
feribers that I fhould immediately attend to the publica- 
tion of an anfwer, or reply, in place of a past ot the 
work premifed in the fubleription. 

Accordingly the reply was publifhed and handed for. 
ward to places convenient for fubfcribers to obtains The 
eontents of that reply was found to be very pointed aud 
not a little galling to a number of our opponents; which 
has enraged not a few, and where they have found then- 
felves deficient for an honorable defence, they have fub- 
fituted ridicule and invective in the place thereof; and 
to prevent the conviitive force and effects of what is cone 
tained in that Repty, inftead of attempting an anfwer, 
have called a true and undeniable ftatement of facts, 
Blackguard ; knowing that they had their adherents fo 
completely under the dupe as that, at will, they could 
make them feverely cenfure that in me which they would 
ai the fame moment, highly applaud-in their own favor- 
ite teachers. 

But, tor our confolation, we know that every judicious 
and unbiafed reader will at once difcover the sopbistry—— 
that it is much ealier for the enemies ef truth and reGi- 
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tude to vilify 2 conclufive produdtion and an undeniable 
~ fiatement of fats (among the ignorant) than it is te 
anfwer or refute it. 

And we all Know that it is not fo difficult for im. 
poftors and their abettors to call fimple truth dlackguard 
tas it is tor them to difprove ic and prevent its ‘tuccels, 

Next-unto the REPLY is handed forward to you the 

Circular Epifile wrote by Brother Jobu Parker by order 
-of our lat Conciliuns, in conne&tion with three dilfeouries 
-on the doétrines of the Millennium: By Elder SAM. 
VEL BOURNE, an eminent writerin England; whole 
“works are now in the hands of Dotter ——-Wheeler in 
Peonfylvania ; and which perhaps is the only fett, of his 
works, now io America. Vhefe difeourfes were tran 
fcribed by Elder WILLIAM ALLUM;; formerly a 
Baptift Minifter but of late has become a member and 
preacher in the Halcyon Church. 

When the Circular Epiflle was handed to me tobe 
publifhed, ou reading the contents ] objected to having 
aoy haed in the printing of it, leit fome malicious oppo 
nent might charge the dition to me and take occalion 
from fome obfervations therein, concerning the Meffen 
ger of the Millennium to make fundry malicious remarks 
&e. as they did concerning fome obiervations of like na 
ture ina preceding Rpiftle, publifhed, by requeit, in the 
Aletheian Critic. 

But as there was no other perfon, belonging to tle 
Halcyon Church, as we know of, at this time in the way 
of printing, and as it was requifite it fhould be publithed 
fome months before our next concilium, I was prevailedon 
to attend tlie printing of the fame and to hand it forward, 
with this work, among the brethren in the fevsral. branch 
es of the church: and to prevent thofe groundiefs and 
malicious furmifes, which might arife from the before. 
mentioned obfervations, I have handed forward Mr 
Bournes’ DiGion in conneion with that epilile inftead 
of my ow2. 
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And now for the further fatisfa@tion of our readers 
and wellwifhers; in the clofing piece, will be handed tor- 
ward fome late evidences and teftimonies of the downfall 
ot fectarianifm and wonderful progrefs of the Millenni- 
ym caufe; exhibited, in the laft Witt and TEstTaMENT 
of fix Prefbyterian Minifters, in Kentucky, and ina 
handfome production of Elder David Auftin Jupior: who 
is, doubtlefs, a truly infpired Author, and (we expect) 
now actively and zealoufly engaged in the Millennium 
cause, in fome of the northern ttates. 

Thofe Six Prefbyterian Minifters, with hundreds of 
their brethren and fifters, fince we have entered our pub- 
lic proteft againft Sectarianifm, in three* publications 
printed in Lexington Kentucky, have feen caufe openly 
and publicly to relinquith (profeffedly) all their feCtarian 
claims and have in like manner declared themfelves in 
defence of a. general Union among chriftians, as you will 
find more fully expreffed in the following piece. 

And although pride and felfithnefs (the ground of all 
fetarianifm) have, fince, led many of them greatly to 
deviate from their firft, profeffed, principles in that divine 
revolution, fo far as they have acted nobly, they ought te 
receive credit from every friend of fociety. 

J remain yours: in the bonds 
of the Gofpel. 
AsEL M. Sarjent. 


Columbia, 
4th July, 1806. 


*The Halcyon Epistle——The Union and Discipline of 
the Halcyon Church, and an Address in the public papers : 
in which the absurdities of sectarianism, with its perni- 
cious effects, were exposed—the necessity and propriety of 
6 general Union among christians urged and the princi- 
= upon which it might be carried into operation. exbibe 
Thea. 





THE 


LAST WILL 


AND TESTAMENT 


oF 


Sringfield Prefbytery. 


FOR where ateftament is, there muft of neceffity be 
the death of the teftator: for a teftament is of force af. 
ter men are dead; otherwife it is of no ftrength at all, 
while the teftator liveth. Thou fool, that which thou 
fowelt is not quickened, except it die. Verily, verily I 
fay unto you, except acorn of wheat fall into the ground, 
and die, it abideth alone; but if it die it bringeth forth 
much fruit. Whoie voice then fhook the earth ; but now 
he hath promifed, faying,-yet once more I fhake not the 
earth only, but allo heaven. And this word, Yet once 
more, fignifies the removing of thofe things that are 
fhaken as of things that are made, that thofe things which 
cannot be fhaken may remain, 


SCRIPTURE, 


THE Prefbytery of Springfield, fitting at Caneridge, 
in the county of Bourbon, and flate of Kentucky, being, 
through a gracious providence, in more than ordinary 
Bodily health, growing in ftrength and fize daily ; and in 
perfect foundnefs, and compofure of mind ; but knowing 
that it is appointed for all delegated bodies once to dies 
and confidering that the life of every fuch bedy is very 
uncertain, do make, and ordain this our laft will and 
Teftament, in manner and form following, viz. 

Imprimis. We will, that this body die, be diffolved 
and Gnk into union with the Body of Chrift at large; for 
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there is but one body, and one fpirit, even as we are call 
ed in one hope of our calling. 

Item. We will, that our name of diftin&tion, with its 
Reverend title, be forgotten, that there may be but one 
Lord over God’s heritage, and his name one< 

Item. We will, that our power of making laws for 
the government of the church, and executing them by 
delegated authority, forever ceafe; that the people may 
have free courfe to the Bible, and adopt the /aw of the 
gbirit of life in Christ Fesus. 

Item. We will that candidates for the gofpel minif- 
ty henceforth ftudy the holy fcriptures with fervent 
payer, and obtain licenfe from God to preach the fimple 
Golpel, with the Holy Ghost sent down from Heaven, 
without any mixture of philofophy, vain deceit, traditions 
of men, or the rudiments of the world. And let none 
henceforth take this honor to bimself, but be that is call- 
ed of God as was Aaron. 

Item. We will, that the church of Chrift affume her 
native right of internal government—try her candidates 
for the miniftry, as to their foundnefs in the taith, ace 
quaintance with experimental religion, gravity and apt. 
nels to teach; and admit no other proof of their authori- 
ty, but Chrift {peaking in them. We will that the church 
of Chrift look up to the Lord of the harveft to fend forth 
labourers into his harveft; and that fhe refume her prim- 
itive right of trying thole who say they are Apostles, and 
are nut. 

Item. We will, that each particular church, as a 
body, a@uated by the fame fpirit, choofe her own preach 
er, and fupport him by a free will offering, without writ- 
ten call, or subscription—admit members—remove offen- 
ces; and wever henceforth delegate her right of govern- 
ment to any man, or fet of men whatever. 

Item. We will, that the people henceforth take the 
Bible as the only fure guide to heaven ; and as many as 
ae offended with other books, which fland in competi- 
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Mion with it, may caft them into the fire, if they choofe; 
for it is better to enter into life having one book than 
having many to be caft into hell. 

Item. We will, that preachers, and people cultivate a 
fpirit of mutual forbearance ; pray more, and difpute lefs; 
and while they behold the figns of the times, look up, 
and confidently expect that redemption draweth nigh. 

Item.. We will, that our weak brethren, who may 
have been withing to make the Prefbytery of Springheld 
their king, and wot not what is now become of it, betake 
themfelves to the rock of ages, aud follow Jefus for the 
future. 

Item. We will, that the Synod of Kentucky examine 
every member, who may be suspected of having departed 
from the Confeffion of Faith, and fufpend every {uch ful 
pected heretic immediately ; in order that the cppreffed 
may go free, and tafte the fweets of Gofpel liberty. 

Item. We will, that Ja————, the author of two 
letters lately publifhed in Lexington, be encouraged in 
his zeal to defltroy partyism—we will moreover, that our 
paft conduct be examined into by all, who may have 
corre information ; but let foreigners beware. of {peak 
ing evil of the things wkich they know not. 

Item. Finally, we will, that our sister bodies read 
their Bibles carefully, that they may fee their fate there 
determined, and prepare for death before it be too lates 


Springfield Presbytery, 
(i. 5) 
Sune 28th 1804. J 


ROBERT MARSHALL, 
JOHN DUNLAVY, 
RICHARD M’NEMAR, 
B. W. STONE, 

OHN THOMPSON, 
AVID PURVIANCE. 


Witueflea 





THE WITNESSES ADDRESS, 


WE, the above named witneffes of the laft will and 
testament of Springfield Prefoytery; knowing that thete 
will be many conjectures refpecting the caufes, which 
have occafioned the diffolution of that body, thjnk prop. 
er to teftify, that from its firft exiftence it was knit to- 
gether in love, lived in perfect peace aud concord, and 
died a voluntary and happy death. ‘ 

Their reafons for diffolving that body were the follow- 
inge With deep concern they viewed the divifions, and 
party fpirit, which have long exifted among profeffing 
chriltians ; principally owing to the adoption of human 
creeds and forms of geyernment. While they were uni- 
ted under the name of a Prefbytery, they endeavoured to 
cultivate a {pirit of love and unity with all chriftians ; 
‘bat found it extremely difficult to fupprefs the idea, that 
they theimfelves were a party feparate from others.. ‘This 
dificuky increafed in proportion to their fuccefs in the 
miniftry. Jealoufies were excited in the minds of other 
denominations ; and a temptation was- laid before thofe 
who were conneéted with shemto view them in the 
fame light. At their lat meeting they undertook to 
‘prepare for the prefs,.a piece entitled Obfervations on 
ehurch Government, in which the world will fee the beau- 
tiful fimplicity of chriftian church government, ftript of 
human inventions, and lordly traditions, As they pro- 
ceeded in the inveltigation of that fubjedt, they foon found 
that there was neither precept, nor example in the New 
Teftament for fuch confederacies as modern church Sef- 
fons, Prefbyteries,. Synods, General aflemblies &c.— 
Hence they concluded, that while they continued in the 
connection, in which they then ftood, they were off the 
foundation of the apoftles, and prophets, of which Chiift 
himielf is the chief corner ttone. However juft, there- 
fore, their views of church Government might have been, 
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their publication would have carried the mark of the 
beast being feat out under the name of a Prefbytery. 

Therefore from a principle of love to ciriftians of eve. 
ty name, the. precious cavfe of Jefus, and dying finners, 
who are kept off from the Lord, by the exiftence of fects 
and parties in the church, they have cheerfully confented 
to retire from the din and fury of confliGing partieses 
fink out of the view of flefhy minds, and die the deathe 
They have believed that their death will be great gain 
to the world. 

Bot though dead, as above, and {tript of their mortal 
frame, which only ferved to keep them too near the con 
fines of Egyptian bondage, they yet live and {peak in the 
land ot Gofpel liberty ; they blow the trump of Jubilee; 
and willingly devote themfelves ro the help of the Lon 
againft the mighty. They will aid the brethren, by thei 
counfel, when required——affift in ordaining elders, or pal 
torse—feek the divine bleffing—unite with ail chriftians— 
commune together and ftrengthen each others hands in 
the work of the Lond. ‘be materials for the above 
publication are in our hands, and we mean to fend then 
to the public as foon as circumftances will admit; in 
which our reafons for diffulving will more fully appear: 
lp the mean time, let all the lovers of Chrift, and his 
church, confult the New Teftament with dilligence, and 
fervent prayer, that they may be able to judge whether 
our views of church government are f{criptural or note 
We defign, by the grace of God, to continue in the ex- 
ercile of thofe funétions, which belong to us as sainilters 
of the Gofpel, confidently refting on the Lord, believing 
that he will be with us. We candidly acknowledge, that 
ia fome things we may err, through human infirmity; 
but HE will corre& our wanderings, and preferve his 
church. Letall chriftians join with ns in crying to Gol 
day and night to remove the obftacles, which ftand in 
the way of his. work, and give him no reft, till he make 
Jerufalem a praife in the earth. 
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We heartily unite with our chriftian brethren bf every 
pune in thankfgiving to God for the difplay of his good- 
vefs in the glorious work he is carrying on in out wett- 
wn country ; which we believe will terminate in the’ unic 
yerfal fpread of the Gofpel, and the unity of the ehurth, 


4 
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FRE 
PIRST VIBRATION 


OF THE 


JUBILEE TRUMP! 
NUMBER 1 


Then shalt thou cause the TRUMPET of the 
JUBILEE to sound. 


THE bleflings ef the general Jubilee have been long 
“peted, both by the facred and profane, The patri- 
ths looked tor it under a promife of the poffeffion of 
tearth by their feed. The Jewith tribes looked for 
as the heirs of thofe to whom the former promifes 
remade. To them'the profpe& was confirmed, by the 
cial privileges ot God’s peculiar penple, which they en- 
ed. Greater bleffings were opened to their faith in 
ranfom-money which every man was to pay for his 
3 foul—in the ordinances of the fcape-goat, on the 
it day of atonementewand in the ripening prospects of 
general Jubilee, 
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The hopes of ‘that economy were quickened by the 
dignities of their nation, under the theocracy, and under 
the reign of their kings.. The redemption of their tribes 
prefigured the final deliverance of the nation from. all 
their foés, and the fuccefsful wars of David, followed by 
the long and profperous reign of Solomon, continued 10 
announce the eventual glory of their pofterity. 

Thefe profpects of the Jewith nation, contrary to their 
expedlation, were abforbed (fo far as they have yet been 
accomplifhed) in the fpiritual reign of the Gofpel Mefii- 
ah. He was tejectedof the Jews, as not coming up to 
the prediGiions of their economy. They faw nothing of 
the glory of the theocracy—of the {plendor of the houfe 
of David—or of the jubilee of Solomon’s reign, in any 
thing that Jefus of Nazareth taught, or promifed to per. 
form. ‘The ceconomy became extinét, and the tribes 
were difperfed. 

To the profpects of the Jews fucceeded the hopes of 
the Chriftian. This Jefas of Nazareth proving to be the 
paichal-lamb of the Egyptian deliverance—the redemp 
tion-money of every Iiraelite—and the f{cape-goat that 
was to bear away the fins of the world, muft, of necefi- 
ty, become, in their faith, that fub{tantial facrifice, of 
which all former factifices were but the antecedent types 

The gofpel doétrine holds bim up as the object of their 
hope, and preaches him as the manna of the Jewith law. 
The faith of his name hath maintained its labouring i 
fiuence until this day. 

Scarcely could it be faid that the Jews had ated um 
wifely in refufing this Meffiah, if, what he hath perfor 
med, forms the whale of what he is able to accomplih, 
But we are not fuffered to juftify their unbelief by the 
fhadow of adoubt. His princely power, yet to be dif 
played, fhall foon wipe away the reproach of the crofs 
The theocracy of the ancient law, the victories of David, 
and the {plendor of Solorron, are foon to he revived, and 
giorioufly illuftrated, in the New Jaxusscem-eflate; 





I. : ee 
The Halcyan Hymn, Tune, Liberty Ball, ” 
ESUS, my feeble powers affifi, 
Whilft I indite for praife ; 
My Soul awake! with angels join, 
To found the pleafing lays. 
Let Idol names infeft no more 
The city of our King; 
But, te the great Emmanuels name 
Let men and Angels fing. 
III. 
Let Baal have no more a place 
Amorg the fons of light ; 
But Ifhi’s love, be all our theine; 
The fource of our delight. 
lV. 
No more in bondage now opprefs’d, 
We mourn an abfent God; 
Our fouls are free and we are call’d 
To feaft on heav’nly food. 
Our captive fouls are now reftor'd, 
From Egypt’s flavifh chains ; 
From Pharoah’s burdens, now releas’d, 
We fing in Joyful ftrains. 
The fmiling beams of love divine ; 
The prefence of our friend, 
Beget in us, that heav’nly life, 
Which cheers us to the end. 
Pause 
Vil. 
Contention, ftrife and vile debate, 
Our hearts no more einploy ; 
With wine and oil our wounds are heal’d, 


AB And we are fill'd with joy: 





Es3 


Vit. 

A Union fweet of courfe enfues; 
Forbearance peace and love ; 
Tho’ wife as ferpents we might be, 
‘Yet harmlefs as the dove. 
If heaven the union once confirm, 
Between your foul and mine; 
Who dare condemn? who thall moleft; 
A Union fo divine? 

x 


We'll travel on in wifdom’s ways 

And leave opinion free ; 

Nor thall the diff*rence break our peace 
Ox marr our liberty. 


XI. 
The deart is what the Lord requires ; 


Our hearts fhall yield in love : 
Be join’d our fouls, as ONE in Chiift, 
Until we meet above. 
XIT. 
With melody divine our fouls 
Infpir’d feem all on fire 
Inflam'd by love and fill’d with praife 
We'll join the heavenly choir. 
XHI. 
So thro’ an endlels pleafing day, 
In one feraphic flame 
Of love and light, eur fouls fhall join 
To piaile Emmanuels name. 
A.M. S. 18 Sept. 1805. 
Il. 
Salvation Hymn. 
Ls SALVATION! O the joyful found? 
*Tis pleafure to our ears! 
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A fov’reign balm for ev’ry wound, 
A cordial for our fears. 
Glory, bonour, praise and power 
Be unto'the Lamb for ever ; 
Sesus Christ is our redeemer ! 


Hallelujah ! praise the Lord! 


2 Salvation, let the echo fly 

The fpacious earth around, 

While all the armies of the tky 

Confpire to raife the found. 
Glory, &e. 


3. Salvation! O thou bleeding Lamb! 
To thee the praife belongs ; 
Salvation fall infpire our hearts, 
And dwell upon our tongues. 

Glory, &c. 


The Same. 
1. Salvation, O, the pleafing theme ! 
Let all the world rejoice ; 
Let all adore Immanuels name 
With one united voice, 
Glory ce 
2. Salvation wrought for dying men! 
Dear fouls, for you and me! 
Come finner, found the loud Amen ; 
In Chrift we may be free. 
Glory, Sc. 


3+ Salvation, yes! the work is done! 
Our finking fouls to raife: 
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While we admire the friendfhip fhewn! 
Let all unite in praife. 
Glory, &c. 
IV. 
The Jubilee. 


ft. : 
Brow ye the trumpet, blow 
The gladly folemn found ! 
Let all the nations know 
To earth’s remoteft bound, 
The year of Fubilee is come ; 
Return ye ransom'd Sinners, bome. 


2. Exalt the Lamb of God 
The fweet, the lovely name; 
Redemption by his blood 
Thro’ all the world’ proclaim: 
The year of jubilee, We. 


3» Ye who have fold for nought 
Your heritage above ; 

Shall have it back unbought 
The gift of Fesus’ love : 

The year of jubilee, We. 


4- Ye flayes of fin and hell; 
Your liberty receive ; 

And fafe in Fesus dwell, 
And bleft in Jesus live: 
be year of jubiice, Wc. 


g- The gofyel trumpet hear, 
The news of pard’ning grace: 
Ye needy fouls draw near, 
Behold your Saviour’s face : 


or), 


ne year Of jubilee, Wc. 





cr? 
6. Fesus* our great High-Prieft 
Reveals the love of God : 
Ye weary Spirits, reft : 
Ye mournful fouls be glad: 


The year of jubilee is came ; 
Return ye ransom’d Sinners, bome. 


Vv. 
1 ALAS! and did my Saviour bleed? 
And did my Sov’reign die? 
Would he devote that facred head 
For fuch a worm as I? 
O! the Lamb, the loving lamb, 
The Lamb on Calvary ; 
The Lamb that was slain, but lives again, 
To shew bis love to me. 


2 Thy bedy flain, fweet Jefus thine, 
And bath’d in its own blood, 
An evidence of love divine 
The glorious fufferer ftood. 
O! the Lainb, &e. 


qe Was it for mé the Saviour groan’ 
And dy’d upon the tree? 
For me he bore the cruel wound ! 
O! love beyond degree! 
oO! the Lamé, eo. 


4 Well might the fun in darknefs hide, 
And fhut his glories iny 

When Chrift the great redeemer dy’d 
For man the creature’s Sin. 


O! the Lams, tics 


5 Thus might I hide my bluthing face 
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While his dear crofs appears, 
Diffolve my heart in thankfulnefs, 
And melt mine eyes in tears. 

O! the Lamb, Be 









“6. But drops of tears can-ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe; 

- Here Lord, I give myf:lf away, 

- Tis all that 1 can do. 

O? the Lams, &c. 













VI. 
On the approach of the Millennium. 





te 
Tat glorious day is drawing nigh, 













When Ziou’s light fhall fhine ; , 
She fhall arile and thine on high; ; 
Bright as the morning fun. 
The North and” South their fons refign, 
And earth’s foundation’s bend ; 
Adoruw’d the bride, Ferusalem, d 
All glorious fhall deicend. 
2. The king who wears the glorious crown 6. 
The azure flaming bow, 
That boly city thall bring down, C 
To blefs his Saints below. 
When Zion's bleeding: conqu'ring King 
Shall fin and death deftrvy, 
The morning flars thall {weetly fing, A 
Aod Zior thout for joy. 
3+ The holy bright muficin band, 
Y. 





Who play on harps of gold 
In holy cid + fee, they ftand, 
Fair Salem to behold ; 
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Afcending on fuch melting ftrains 
Jehovah they adore, 

Such fhouts thro’ earth’s extenfive plains; 
Were never heard beforr 


4. Let Satan rage and boa no more, 
Nor think his reigning long, 

Tho’ Saints are feeble, weak, and poor, 
Their great redeemer’s ftrong. 

He is their thield and hiding place, 
A covert trem the wind, 

A ftream of love and flow of grace, 
Runs through this weary land. 


5. The chryftal-ftreams run down from heaven, 
They iffue from the throne ; 
The floods of ftrife away are driven, 
The church becomes but one. 
This peaceful union we fhall know 
And live upon his love, 
And fhout and fing of grace below 
As angels do above,. 


6. A thoufand years fhall rol} around, 
The church hall be complete, 

Call’d by the glorious trumpe:’s found, 
Their faviour Chrift to meet ; 

They rife with joy, and mount on high, 
They fly to Jetus’ arms, 

And gaze with wonder and delight, 
On their beloved’s charms. 


VII. 


Y. 
Come all ye poor defpifed fouls, 
Unto the fold repair, 
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Where God his boundlefs love unfolds, 
Ane fays he’ll meet you here. 
His glorious prefénce filts our fouls 
With fongs of loudeft praife; 
Let all who prize a Saviour dear, 
Their hearts and voices raife. 
Gbhoriis. 
Sing glory, bonor; to the Lord, 
Salvation to our King, 
Let all who love a Saviour’s Name, 
His glorious praises sing. 


2. The heav’nly glory fills my foul, 
My heart is fir’d with love; 
Nor fhall the world my joys costroul, 
My treafure is above. 
I'll ferve the bleeding Lamb of God, 
His ways appear fo {weet ; 
My foul flall keép the heav’nly road 
And bow at Jefus’ feet. 


Sing glory, bonour, Sev 


3+ When weeping Mary came to feck 
Her Lord with a perfume, 


The wrapper and the fheet thé found _ 


‘Together in the tomb. 

The Augels faid “he ts not here,?’ 
He’s not among the dead : 

Now flreams of grace to Sinners flow, 
As free as did his blood. 


Sing glory, bonour to my God, 
He's now upon bis throne. 

And bringing foreign Strangers bome, 
He claims them for bis own. 
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Vill. 
Union Hymn. 
5 FROM whence doth this union arif 
That hatred is conquéred by love 
Tt falens our fouls in fuch ties, 
As nature and time can’t remove. 


a It cannot in Eden be found, 
Nor yet ina Paradife loft ; 

It grows on Immanvels ground, 
And Jesus’ rich bleod it did coft, 


3. My friends are fo dear unto me, 
Our hearts are united in love ; 
Where Jesus is gone we fhall be, 

In yonder bright manfions above. 


4. O why then fo leath for to part ? 
Since there we fhall all meet again’; 
Engrav’d on Immacuel’s heart, 
From Zioa we cannot remains 


j» And when we fhall fee that bright d 
And join with the angels above, 

There free from thefe bodies of clay, 
We'll fing of Immanuels love. 


& With Fesus we ever fhall reign, 
And ali his bright’glories we'll fee. 

There fing Hallelujah, Amen ! 
Amen, even fo let it be. 


1X 
Union Song. 
i, COME faints and finners hear me 
The wonders of Inmanuel, 





Who did my gloomy. fears difpel, 
And brought my: foul with him to dwell, 
And gave me heav’nly Union, 


a. When" my redeemer from on high, 
Beheld my foul in ruin he, 
He look’d on me with pity’ng eye, 
And faid to me as he pafs'’d by, 
With God you have no Union. 


3. Then I began. to weep and ery, 
I look’d this way, and that, to fly ; 
It grieved me fo that I mult die, 

I ftrove falvation for to buy, 
Yet ftill I had no Union 


4- But when J hated all my fin, 
My dear redeemer took me in, 
Who by his. kinduefs did me win, 
And O what feafons Ihave feen, 
E’er fince I felt this Union. 


s. I praif’d thelord. both night and day ;. 
From houfe to houfe I went to pray, 
And if ] met one on the way 
I always found fomething to fay 


About this heavenly Union. 


6. I wonder why the faints don’t fing, 
In pleating raptures on the wing, 
To make the heav'nly arches ring, 
With loud Hofanna’s to their king. 
Who brought their fouls to Union. 


7» O come back-fliders, come away; 
Aad learn to do as well as fay, 





Cw 


Endure your crofs from day to day 
And mind to watch as well as-prayy 
Thus will you feel this Union. 


8, We foon hhall leave all things below, 
Soon quit thefe climes of pain and woe, 
Then we fhall all to glory go, 

Where we thall fee and hear and know 
And feel a perfec Union. 


9 Come heav’n and earth unite your lays, 
And give to Jefus endlefs praife, 

My friends draw near, look on and gaze, 
He bleeds and dies your fouls to raife, 
And bring you into Union. 


10 O! could I like an angel found, 
Salvation thro’ the earth around, 
The powers of darknefs to confound, 
I'd triumph on Immanuels ground, 
And fpread this glorious Union. 


ae 
The Convert. 


(CONVERTS of Jefus, come refound, 
Praifes to our Immanuel ; 

Ih this employment joys abound, 

Raptures of love cele ftial ; 

Up from the gloomy fhades of night 

By love attrating we advance, 

Into the realms of heav’uly light; 

Angels attend the concert. 


2» Duty has now become delight. 
Sweeten’d with love and friendthip 
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efe bleffed bands our Souls unite, 
While we furvey the land{cape ; 
Pleafures Millennial flow apace, 
‘When we extend our views abroad, 
Over the chryftal fea of glafs; 
Angels attend the profpect. 


3. Glories: immortal now appear ; 
Echoes of joy in Zion: 

Songs from the Turtle now we hear, 
Sounding the great Salvation ; 
Angels of Michael raife the trump, 
Sound the alarm of peace abroad, 
Sing the triumphant fong of love; 
Seraphs attend the concert. 


4 Glowing with ardour all divine, 
Fill’d with the love of heaven ; 
Joining in harmony fublime, 
Marching in bright proceffion: 
Following Jefus where he leads, 
We in obedience rifque our lives, 
Anticipating joys unfeen : 
Angels attend the profpect. 


5. Youth in the brighteft {phere of life, 
Leave your deceitful pleatures ; 
‘Lake up the crofs begin the ftrife, 
Seck for the golden treafure : 
Crowns of immortal fplendor now, 
Jefus is holding out for all, 
Who to his fceptre willing bow : 


Angels attend the profpect. 
1-— P, 





Ree). eos 
Millennium Morn. , 
rf SALUTE the morn, my foul rejoice, 
The Bridegroom now appears; — 
The fpoufe is cali’d to hear his voice 
And wipe away her tears. . 


2. Rife up my love and come away 
His friendly voice invites ; 
From night, fhe’s called into day, 
T’ enjoy her native rights. 


3. the light breaks in, the night’s no more ; 
Grofs darknefs is difpel’d ; 
The bride enjoys a heavenly ftore, 
Her riches are unveil’d, 


4 Of heavenly bleffings now poffefs'd, 
She rifes into joy : 

With liberty and peace the’s bleft, 
Her f{weets fhak never cloy. 


s+ Divinely raif’d above the earth, 
To themes beyond the fky, 

Her foul is fill’d with heav’nly mirth, 
Where pleafures never die. 


6. Tranfporting thought, celeftial fate ; 
Awake my mufe and fing, 

And while the glories I ;elate, 

Adore the heav’nly king. 


7» Rife then, my foul, to worlds above, 
Leave earthly joys behind ; 

Admire and praile redeeming love 

In tranfports unconfin’d. 
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. The jubile found awakes the dead ; 
as bones begin to ftir ; 
The ftandand’s rail’d,: the foe is fed, 
And Zion weeps no more. 


9- The trumpet founds the great releafe 
From darknefs, fin and. woe ; 
Unubounded love and conftant peace 
From Jefus ever flow. 

A. M. S. rf. O&tober, 1805-6 


XII. 
On Instrumental Music. 
oO SWEET Mafic, O its lovely charms, 
It wafts my foul to heav’n ; 
My paffions it divinely warms 
With joys the Lord has giv’n. 


@. It fweetens the moft bitter hours, 
And lifts my thoughts on high ; 
It animates the human powers 
To banifh ev'ry figh. 


3+ Enraptur’d now.with joys divine 
My foul is all on fire ; 

I cheerfully this woild refign 
To join the heavily choir. 


4. Sweet harmony defign’d by love, 
T’ infpire the human mind, 

With tranquil joys ot heav'u above, 
And love to all mankind. 


5+ The foft’ning charms divinely melt, 
Lhe heart of ftone to tears ; 
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The abject mind which never felt, 
To heaven above it rearss 


6. Refines the foul and vice futidues, 
Makes room for heav’n within ; 

Infpires with love, affifts the nmufe 
And draws the mind from fin. 

7. O pleafing mufic, holy theme, ~ 
Whofe virtues are divine, 

I'll thank the Saviour’s holy namie, 
He’s made that pleafure mine. 


XIII. 
Ie 
Tue voice of free grace, 


Cries fly to the mountain ; 

For Adams loft race 

Chrift opens a fountain 5 

For ev’ry offence 

And ev’ry pollution ; 

His blood it flows tree, 

As ftreains from the ocean. 
Hallehyab, to the Lamb! 
By whom we find pardon ; 
We'll perfectly praise dim, 
When past over Fordan. 

2. That fountain fo clean, 

By which we find favor, 

From Jefus’ fide flows 

And proves him the faviour 5 

Tho’ fins were increaf‘d 

As high asa Mountain, 

His blood it flows free 

As ftreams from a fountain, 
Hallelujah ! &c. 
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3. O Jefus ride on, 
Tky Kingdom is glorious ; 
Over fin death and hell 
We fhall be viGorious ; 
Thy. wame thal be.praif’d 
By all the creation, 
And faints fhall delight 
Tn finging falvation. 

Haltelujab ! cs. « 


4 Witb Zion-we'll Nand 
When gain’d the blett fhore, 
With harp in our hand, 

Yo praife and adore : 

We'll range the bleft fields. 

And banks of the river ; 

Sing hallelujah, 

And’ triumph forever. - 
Hallelujah! Sc. 


XIV. 
The Invitation. 


I. 

H ark the Jubilee is founding, 

O ! the joytul news is come ; 
Great falvation is proclaiming, 

In and thro’ God’s only. fon ; 
Now we have an invitation 

‘To the meek ard lowly Lamb, 
Glory, Sonor and salvation, 

Christ, the Lord is come to reign. 


2. Come dear friends, and dont negleé its 
Come to Jelus in your prime ; 
Great falvation, don’t reject it, 


Q zeceive ity now ’s your time: 
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Now the Savicur is beginning 
To revive his work. again, 
Glory, Ste 


3. Now, O let us ceafe from finning, 
Come and follow Chrift the way 5 
We fhall all receive a bieffing, 
If from him we do not flray : 
Giden moments we've néglecied 
Oh! the tune we've fpent.in vaine 
Glory, ee 


4. New we'll run our race with patience, 
Looking unto Chrift our Lord, 
He whofe throne fhall fland torever, 
Aud whofe aame fhall be ador’d; 
He is worthy to be praiied, 
He is our exalted King. 
Glory, &c. 


5» Come dear children, praife your Jefus, 
Praife him, praile him evermore, 
May his precious love conftrain, us 
To rejc.ce and to adere ; 
O then let us join together, 
Crowns of glory to obtain. 
Glory, Wee 


XV. 
Is THE Lord’s into his garden come, 
The {pices yield a rich perfume, 
The lillies grow and thrive; 
Refrefhing flreams of grace divine, 
From Jefus flows that living wine, 
Which makes the dead alive. 











ees ee Se, 
2. O' that this dry and barren ground, 


























With {pings of water may. abound, I 
Aud fruitful foil become ; 
The delart-blooms, the Lo. ais comey h 
Yo make his peop join in. One, V 
Aad party zeal begones | 
3. That glorious day is rolling on, 8 
‘That gracious work 1s now. beg uny A 
My foul a witnefs is ; 
I tafte and know that grace 1s free, Je! 
And all mankitd aswell as me Wo 
May come to Chiifl and live. | 
4. The worft of finnets here may. find 0. 
A faviour pitiful and kind; An 
. Who will them all receive, 1 
None are tvo vile who-wall repent, _ €or 
Out of one Goner legions went, We 
The Lod da@him relieve. ,: 
g. If finners only Knew their Lord, 10. 
Or could but talte his gracious’ word, In 
His {weet forgiving love ; A 
They'd ruffi thro’ forms of ev’ry kind, Now 
And leave all earthly cares behind, Tor 
W 


To gain a crown above. 






6. Come brethren dear, who know the Lord, 
Who tafte the fweets of Jefus’ word, 
In Jefus’ ways go on: 








Our poverty and trials here Ar 
Wilt only make us richer there, Fo C 
Wi 





When we arrive at homes 
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7. We feel that heav‘n is now. begun» 
kt iffues from th’ eternal throne, 
From Jefus’ throne on high, 
kt comes in floods we can‘t contain ' 
We diink, and-diink, anddrink again,- 
And yet we itill are dry. 


8. But when to that bright world we come. 
Aud all furround the glorious throne, 
We'll: drink a full fupply 
Jefus will lead bis ranfom’d forth 
‘Yo living Streams of richeft worth, 
That never will run dry. 


9. O then we'll fhine, and fhout and fing, 
And make the heav’nly arches ring, 
When all the faints get home; 
Come on, come on, my brethren dear, 
We foon fhall meet together theie, 
For Jefus bids us comes. 


10. Ameny amén, my foul replies, 
I'ny bound to meet him in the fkies, 
And claim a mafion there ; 
Now here’s my heart, and here’s my hand, 
Yo meet you in that heav’nly land, 
Where we fhall part no more. 


XVI. 


I 
Ox Jordan’s formy banks I Rand, 
And caft a wifhtull eye, 
Fo Canaan’s fair and happy land, 
Where my poffeffioms lie.’ 
© the tranfporting rapt’rous {cene, 
That rifes to my fight! 
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Sweet fields array’d iu living green, 
Aod rivers of delight ! © 







_ 2 There geo’rous fruits that never fail, 

* a trees 1mmortal grow.s 

There rocks erd bills, aad-brooks and vales, 
With milk aid honey flow. 

All o’er thoie wide extended plains, 


























Shines one eternal day: ‘ 
Folnefs of light forever reigns 
And keeps the night away. 
3- No chilling winds, or pois’rous breath, *) 
Can reach that healthful fhore Ist 
Sicknefs, and foriow, pain and death, ‘ 
Are felt ard fear’d no move. 
When fhall I reach that happy place 
Aud be forever bleis’d ? 
When thall 1 fee my father’s face, “7 
And in his bolum reft? Mi | 
4. Fad with delight, my raptur’d foul, ” 
Can here no longer flay ; 
Tho’ Jordan’s waves’ around me roll, 
Fearlefs I'd launch away ; i 
There on thofe high and flow‘ry plains, They 
Our {pirits ne’er thall tire; me 
But in perpetual joyful ftrains, 
Redeeming love admire. 
6. \ 
XVIE. An 
x. AM Ta foldier of the crols, In rol 
A follower of the Lamb? Th 
And fhall I fear to own his caufe, . 





Or biuth to fpeak his NAD. 
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No! Glory, Hallelujab, 
Praise ye our God, 

No! Glory, Hallelujub, 
Love and serve the Lord, 


2. Muft I be carried to the fkies, 
On flow’ry beds of eafe; 
While others fought to win the prize, 
And Sail’d thro’ blocdy feas ? 
No ! Glory, Ste 


3. Are there no foes for me to face? 
Muft 1 not ftem the flood? 
Is this vile world a friend to grace, 
To help me on to God? 
No ! Glory, Se. 


4. Sure I moft fight, if F would reigns 
Increafe my courage, Lord! 
Vl bear the toil, endure the pain, 


Supported by thy word, 
Yes ! Glory, &c. 


g- Thy faints, in all this glorious war, 
Shall conquer tho’ they die; 
They fee the triumph from afar, 
Aud feize it with their eye. 
Yes ! Glory, &c. 


6. When that illuflrious day flall rife, 
And all thy armies fhine 
In robes of vict'ry tho’ the tkies, 
The glory fhall be thine. 
Yes ! Glory, Hallelujah, 
Praise ye our God ; 
Yes—Glory, Hallelujab, 
Love and serve the Lord. 
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XVIII. 
1. "HERE isa heav’n in yonder fky, 
* “ A heaven where pleafures never die, 
A heaven I fometimes hope to fee, 
Again I fear ‘tis not for me ; 
But Jesus, Fesus,'is my friend, 
O Hallelujab ! Hoallelujab ! 
Fesusy Fesus,'is my friend. 


2. The way is difficult and ftraight, 
And narrow is the Gofpel gate ; 
Ten thoufaud dangers are therein— 
Ten thoufand fares to take us in. 
But Fesus, Fesus, ce 


3- I'm trav’ling thro’ a world of foes 
Thre’ confli&ts fore my fpirit goes ; 
The tempter cries, I ne’er fhall {tand, 
To reach tair Canaan's happy land. 
But Fesus, Fesus, Tes 


4+ The way of dangers I am in, 
Befet with devils, men 4nd fin; 
But in that wearied track I fee, 
And mark’d with bloed it feems to be, 
That Fesus, Fesus, Sc 


s+ Thefe were the footfteps of my Lord, 
When on the crofs he bore my load : 
*T was on that dark! that doleful day ! 
With ftreams of blood he mark’d the way. 
O Jesus, Fesus, ce 


6. Come life, come death, come then what will, 
Fis footfteps 1 will follow {till ; 
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Thro’ dangers thick, and hell’s alarms, 
I fhall be fafe in Jefus’ Arms. 
Sweet Fesus, Fesus, Fee 


». Then, O my foul arife and ‘fing, 
Behold thy Saviour, God and King, 
With love and pleafure in his eyes, 
He cries, prefs on, for here’s thy prize. 
Sweet Fesus, Fesus, Sc. 


8. Prove faithful yet a few more days, 
Fight the good fight, and end your race, 
And then thy foul with me fliall reign, 
Thy head a crown of glory gain, 
Sweet Fesus, Fesus, Tce 


| XIX. 
Reflections on death; and the saint's triumph. 


a 
EATH! it isthe King of terrors, 
And a terror unto Kings ! 
Oft it fills our minds with horrors, 
Telling us moft frightful things ! 
Land of darknefs !—Shades of filence ! 
Gloomy vaults ! where prif’ners lie, 
Many thoufat.ds he has conquer’d ! 
And we all mult fhortly dic. 


2. Yes! I’m death, I {pare not, any, 
Parents, Children, Hufbands, Wiwes ; 
Never am I brib’d by money— 
Phyfiic will not fave your lives ; 
Deaf am I to all intreaties, 


When commiffion’d ferth I go 
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Mortal palenefs ! in my features— 
Thus I deal the fatal blow ! 


"ge See weak man! how unexpected, 
In my Chariot forth 1 ride—! 
Fierce convultions, pains and fevers, 
Are the weapons by my fide. 
Kingdoms, Countries and their Cities— 
Kings, their councils, and their flaves, 
None of thefe mine eye e’er pities, 
Quick I bring them to their graves. 


4+ See them lie without diftin&tion— 
Thas I boaft my thoufands flain ; 
Nor can reafon’s comprehenfion, 
Ever behold them rife again— 
Stop, O Death! don’t boaft your vidt’ry— 
Hear what reafon now can fay :— 
Faith to me defcries a conqu’rer, 
Who will take your power away. 


5. Hear my faviour {peak in triumph ; 
“1, O death—have conquer’d you, 
“ Tho’ your looks are fo dilmaying, 
“ All my faints fhall conquer too.” 
This gives caufe for all believers, 
To rejoice in Chrift their king, 
Death’s no more than a dark curtain 
Drawn to let his glories in. 


6. Now the wicked ceafe from troubling— 
Here the weary are at reft— 
Now my Saints do ceafe from fufl’ring 
Where they are divinely ble(t 
Free froin fin and free trom forrow— 
Free from ficknefs, care and pain ; 
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No diftrefs, no gloomy horror, 
Ever thall frighten them again. 


7. Thus the faints in holy triumph, 
May rejoice in Chrift their king ; 
Afk the grave, where is thy Victory 2 
Boafting death, where is thy fling? 

{ fhall conquer thro’ my faviour 
Tho’ the grave my flefh anncy’; 

Jefus is the Rock of fafety, 
Pledge of everlafting joy. 


XX. 
The Urim and Thummim. 
rO FOR an Angel’s tongue to raife, 
A cheerful fong of boundlefs praile ; 
Our raptur’d fouls are on the wing, 
While we the heavenly Urim fing. 


a The feven attributes of God 
Unfolded in his heav’nly word, 
Compofe the Urrm all divine, 

The lights which now on Zion fhine. 


3: Zion rejoice, thy light is come ; 
Thy native glory now refume ; 
Puton thy glorious robes of praife 
And hail thefe long expe@ted days. 


4.The Thummim now, prefents to view, 
A wondrous f{cene of gloriss too ; 

he five perfections of the fon, 

§y which the father’s work is done. 


s. The THUMMIM is the Word, and Rod ; 
the Ageut, or the Hand of God, 
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By which he form’d creation’s frame, 
Aud fill by which he rules the fame. 


6. The two ix combination make 
The fceptre which the Lord will take, 
His pow'r and glory to difplay, 
Aud reign in the MILLENNIAL DAY. 


7. Hail mighty Prince thy lovely charms 
Enflame my foul, my bofom warms ; 
Infpired by love, we'll join to tell, 

he glories of Immanuel. 
D. P. October, 9th 1805. 


XXI. 
12 JN god’s own church pronource his praife, 
His grace he there reveals ; 
ad 
Mo heaven our joy and wonder raife, 
For there his glory dwells. 
2. Tet all our facred paffions move, 
While we rehearfe his deeds ; 
But the great work of faving love 
Our highelt praife exceeds. 
5 I 


>, All that have motion, life and breath, 
Proclai im your maker .biets'd ; 
Yet when eur voice expires in death 
Our fouls fhall praile him beft, 
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Coiicert. 
Ie ILLENNIUM ccoverts join and fing, 
a jou ef 


! anthems to your heavenly king, 


Who did ycur fouls from bondage bring, 
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O make the earth with praifes ring, 
While angels join in concert. 

2. The Halcyon morning bids-us rife ; 
It opens our benighted eyes ; 

Prefs on to gain the heavealy ‘prize, 

And raife your voices to the tkies, 

While angels join in concert. 


3. Our happy fouls are now fet free, 
From bondage into liberty ; 
Now we may always cheerful be ; 

O come and fing along with me, 
While angels join in concert. 


4.  finners turn and come away 3 
O turn and leave your fins to day ; 
Arife and join the folemn lay ; 
Engage with us to fing and pray, 
While argels join in coucert. 


s- Now let the meffengers refound, 
Glad tidings thro’ the earth around ; 
Now let “our fongs of praife abound, 
With ioftruments of various found, 
While angels join in concert. 


» PARKER. 


XXIII. 
On receiving @ Member. 
I. OME weicome filler enter here, 
And with us all unite ; 
In bonds of love and friendibip dear, 
In fcenes of pure delight. 
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a Evter and thew thyfelf a Kiend, 
To Jefus.and his taufe; 

Come leave all earthly cares behind, 
th fearch of endlefs joys. 


3. Enter and you fhall quickly find, 
The liberty of truth; 
No bondage here, no fetter’d mind, 
Bot, joys for age aud youth. 


4. This is the New Jerufalem, 
Defending from above ; 
The city of molt ascient fame, 
, Where ev'ry heart is love. 


s+ Eeve life diviie, fiom Jefus' word, 
Flows free for ev'iy foul ; 
Who humbly yield unto the Lord, 
Here flreams or pleafure roll. 


ihe glorions charaGer cf God, 
Shall here be fully known : 
Nor fhall the fame mifunderftood, 
Make Zion mote to groaile 
3. Come in dear filter, come and tafte 
The tocd that is divine; 
Among the fiiends of Jefus reft, 
And count then friends of thine. 
Sufanna Parker. 


XXIV. 
The lovin Ky Sainte 
H! Jefus, my favicury 
lo thee I tubmit, 
With love and thankfgiving 
Fal! duwn at thy feet; 





The facrifice offer'd, 
My foul, flefh and blood : 
Thou art my tedeemer 


My Lord and my God! 


2. I love thee=I love theem= 
I love thee my God} 
Tlove thee my Saviour! 
I love thee my Lord! 
Llove thee—I love thee— 
And that thou doft know ; 
But how much I fove thee 
I never can Shew. 


3. I’m happy—I’m happy — 
O! wondrous account : 
My joys are immortal ! 
I ftand on the Mount! 
I gaze on my treafure, 
And long to be there, 
With angel’s my kindred 
And Jefus my dear. 


4. O Jefus, my Saviour; 
In thee I am bleft, 
My lite and my treafure, 
My joy and my reft! 
Thy grace is my theme, 
And thy name is my fong; 
Thy love doth infpire 
My heart and my tongue. 


5. All human expreffions 
Are empty and vain, 
They cannot unriddle 
The heavenly flame ! 





I am fure, if the tongue. 
Of ait Angel I had, 

‘T could not the myfiery — 
Completely: defcribe. 


ey: 
Love Divine. 
r. "TO him who did falvation bring, 
Wake ev’ry tuneful power and fing 
A: fong of {weeteft praife. 
Flis grace diffufes us the rain, 
Crowns nature’s flow’ry hills and plains, 


And fpeads a thoufaud rays. 


2. Salvation is the nobleft fong, 
© may it dwell-on ev'ry tongue, 
And all repeat, amen. 
The Lord is come trom heav’n to earth, 
‘fo give his people fecond birth, 
Ard make them one again. 


3+ We feel redemption drawing near, 
We loon in glory thall appear, 
And be ferever bleft. 
The promife never can delay, 
Our Jefus now is on his way, 
‘Lo give his people reft. 


4 By taith we view him coming down, 
With angels hov'ring all around ; 
He {miles upon his faints. 
He cries aloud in melting ftrains; 
© I come to fave you from your pains, 
* And end your fore complaints,” 
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5. His filing millions rife and flagy 
Ai glory ! glory to our King! 
The grand affize is come. 
Ye everlafting doors fly wide, 
The church all glorious-as- a bride, 
And Jefus takes her homes 


6. In all the heav’ns there’s not a be 


Nor in eternity a fear, 

But, pleafures yet unknown. 
From heav‘n to heav‘n we found the blifs, 
O what a glorious heavén is this, 

Forever round the throne. 


7. The joys ot heav‘n will never end 3 
All glory to the finner’s friend ; 
Roll on ye happy fcenes. 
Ye winged feraphs help us praife 
The author of eternal joys ; 
Our Jefus ever reigus. 


XXXVI. 
Lovest thou me ? 
> ge ARK. my foul! it is the Lord, 
’Tis thy Saviour, hear his word, 
Jefus {peaks and {peaks to thee, 
“ Say, poor finer lov’ft thou me? 


2. “ F deliver’d thee when bound, 

And, when wounded, heal’d thy wound ; 
Sought thee wand’ring fet thee right, 
Furn’d thy darknefs into light. 


3« “ Can a woman’s tender care 


Ceale towards the child fe bear? 


% 
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‘Yes, fhe may forgetful. be, 
Yes will I remember thees- 


4 “ Mine js a redeeming Jove; 
Higher than che heights above ;° 
Deeper than the depths beneath, - 
Free and faithful, rong as deaths 


s> “ Thon fhalt fee my glory foon, 
When the work of grace is done ; 
Partner of my throne fhall be, 
Say, poor finner, lov’ft thou me?” 


6. Lord it is my chief complaint, 
That my love is weak and faint ; 
Yet I love thee, and adore, 

Oh ! for grace to love thee more? 


XXVI. 


Cazsinet Hymn. 
or, friends parting. 
fe OUR fouls by love together knit, 
Cemerted’ mix’d in one, 
One hope, one heart, one mind, one voice, 
Tis heav’n on earth begun ; 
Our hearts have burn’d' while Jefus {poke, 
And glow’d with facred fire ; 
He flop’d, and talk’d, and fed, and blefs’d, 
And fill'd th’ enlarg’d defire. 
Cuorvus. 
A Saviour let Creation sing, 
A Saviour let all heaven ring : 
He's God with us, we feel bim ours, 
His fulness in our souls be pours, 
"Tis almost done, ’tis almost o'er, 
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We're joining them who're gone before, 
We soon shall meet to part no’ more. 


2. We're Soldiers fighting for our gody 
Let trembling cowards fly ; 
We'll ftand unfhaken, firs and fix'd 
With Chri to live and die ; 
Let devils rage and hell affail, 
We'll cut our paflage through; 
Let foes unite, and friends defert, 
We'll fieze the crown ovr duee 
A Saviour let Se 


3. The little cloud increafes ftill, 
The heav’ns are big with rain ; 
We-hafle to catch the teeming thow’s 
And all its moifture drain : 
A rill, a fream, a torrent flows, 
But pour the migty flocd ; 
O {weep the Nations, fhake the earth, 
Till all proclaim thee, God.— 
A Saviour let, &c- 


4. Asd when thou mak'ft thy jewels up 
And fets thy flarry crown, 
When all thy fparkliog gems fhall thine, 
Proclaim’d by thee thine own; 
May we, the happy band of love, 
We finners fav'd by grace, 
From glory into glory chang'’d 
Behold thee face to face. 
A Saviour let, ce 





“Phage ) 


XXVIII. 
Divine Raptures. 
1, O! who is like jefus ; fair Salem’s bright king ? 
He fimiles and he loves me, he learns me to fing: 
Tl praife him, Tl praife himy with notes loud and fhrill, 
While rivers of pleafure my fpirit doth fill. 


2. My foul’s full of glory, it fires my tongue ; 
Could I meet with angels, I’d fing them a fong ; 
I'd fing of my jefus and tell of his charms, 

And beg them to bear me ‘to his loving arms. 


3- Methinks they’re defcending to hear while I firg, 
Well pleai’d to hear mortals a praifing their king ; 
O ye bieffed angels ! my foul’s all on flame ; 
I faint in {weet raptures at jefus’ name. 


4. “Let feraphs attend me till jefus thall come; 
Protect and defend me till } am call’d home ; 
Tho’ worms my poor body fhall claim as their preyy 
T'll out-fhine the fun when I rife in that day. 


s+ The fun thall be darken’d, the moon turn’d to blood: 
The world all in Hames by the preience of god ; 
Blue light’uings are blazing, loud thunders do roar, 
Bui, this will not daunt me un Caaaans bright thore. 


6. I'n going, I'm going, but what do I fee? 
My faviour in glory appears unto me ! 

To heaven, to heaven, I'm going, I’m gone : 
O glory ! O glory! 1:’s done, it is done. 


XXVIII. 
‘ Salvation Hymn. 
t GALVATION, {weet feraphic lay, 
Mulicnnium converts fing ; 
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With joy falute the happy day! 
And praife your heavenly King. 


2. Salvation, now ye heav'’nly choir; 
Proclaim the joyful found ; 

Now feraphs ftrike the golden lyre 
And fpread the news around. 


g. Salvation, O, the heav’nly fong 
Infpires each tranquil mind ; 

Now may the bright angelic throng, 
With us in praife be joind. 


4. Salvation, let the heav’nly choir 
With raptures chaunt the theme ; 

let mortals catch the facred fire 
And hail the judge fupreme. 


§- Salvation now the judge defcends 
Upon a fhiring cloud, 

His {pirit thro’ the earth extends 
And fubjugates the proud. 


@ Salvation founds thro’ earth and heav’n 
From every heart and tungue ; 
Rredemption free to man is given, 
While heav’n approves the fong. 


7 Let finnersy faints, and angels join 
This wondrous fong to fing, 

While all the pow’rs of heaven combine 
To praife th’tmmortal king. 
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¢ fA Parody. 
~%e THE fun fets at night and the ftars fhun the day; 
But glory remains, when the light fades away, 
Begin ye admirers of Jefus’ love, 
Who di’d to redeem us and. raife us above. 


2. Remember the night when his forrows began, 
"The horrors of darknefs that fell on the man; 
Why fo faint and fo flow does your gratitude move, 
‘To the Lamb that was wounded, that finners might live, 


3- Remember the fpot where in anguith he lay, 
The fins which he bore from his people away ; 
Now faith rifes high, we exult in his love, 

Who di’d to redeem us, but, now is above. 


4-_ We'll go to the land where our Saviour is gone, 
And faints fhall rejoice in the fruits of the Son, 
And the angels fhall fing, hallelujah, amen, 

All glory and praife to the Lamb who was flain. 


XXXII, 
The honey comb. 
1» (OME and tafte along with me 
Contolation running free: 
From our father’s wealthy throne, 
Sweeter than the honey-comb, 


Crorus. 
And you'll sing praise, and I'll sing praisey 
We'll all praise Ged together ; 
We'll praise the Lord for the work be bas done, 
And glory be to God forever. 
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a. Wherefore thould we feat atone, 
Two are bette? far than one ; 
The more comes in with a free aed wilt, 
Makes the banquet fweeter Mill. pe 
And you'l sing, Wes 


3. Now I go to heav’ns door, 

Afking for a livtle more ; 

J (us gives a double fhare, © 

Calling me his chofen heir, 
And you'l sing, Sc. 


4 Goodnefs running like a flream; 

Thro? the New Jerufalem ; 

And by conftant breaking forth 

Sweetens earth ard heav’n both. 
And you'l sing, Wc. 


s- Now my body doth its beft, 
For t+ kcep me back from Chrilt ; 
But I’ve trealuves coming in, 
Which are oppofite to fin. 

ind you'l sing, Sc. 


6. Sinful nature prone to vice, 
Cannot flop the, force of grace, 
Whillt there is ‘& Gud to give, 
And poor fioners to receives 


And you'l sing, te. 


7. Saints in glory fi ging loud 
Ty the praifes of their Gd, 
N+» come in at heav'’ns door, 
Making fill the number more, 
And you'l sing, Je. 
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SoBe eect and beav'n’s there) 
Comfort flowing ev’ry where, - 
This I boldly do'‘confefsy: 
That my foul has got a tafte, 
4nd you'l sing, Be. 


9- Now I go rejoicing hame, 
From-the Banquet of perfume 3 
Fi idiag manna on the road, 
Diopping from the mount of God» 

And you'l sing, Sc. 


, KKXIT 


‘2. Gosrrt JupiLe. 
“Fune President's Marche: 
VAIL the goipel jubilee, 
Jcfus comes to fet us tree, 
Who for us fhed his precious blood, 
To raife our falleu fouls to God. 
And fince the work of fuffering’s done, 
We'll glory give to God alone, 
F ce falvation be our boaft, 
Ever mi dful what it coft, 
Ever greattul for the prizes 
Let our praifes reach the fkies; 
CHORUS. 
Firm united let us .be, 
In the bonds of charity ; 
As a band of b-thers join'd 
Loving God and all mankind. 


2. Rife ye heralds ot the Lord, 
Teke 5 breaft-plate, thicld and fword, 
Agan he hofts of hell proclaim 
A war in Chuill’s all conquering name. 
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Nor fear to gain the vidiory™ 

When fur this glorious lbersyy 
You on Jefus Chrift depend 
He'll the fuffering caufe defends 
Place, oh place in him: your truft, 
He's almighty wife and juft. 


@ . cnorvs. 
Firm united brethren stand, 
Firm and undivided bind— 
Brethren dear in Fesus join'd 
Fill’d with all bis constant mind. 


3. Sound the gofpel-trumpet found, 
Through the earth’s. remoteft bound ; 
Let Jefus’ name, with loud applaule, 
Ring thro’ the world his righteous laws 
He gives and rules in mercy mild, 
Believe, avd be ye reconciled, 

To a God of truth and love, 
Sending bleffings from above— 
Now is the accepted time, 
Liflen every joytul clime. 


CHORUS. 
Hail—the gosfe? jubilec, 
Sesus comes ta set us free. 
Lie is come Ro more to biecd—a 
Free we then shall be indeed. 


? 


4 Now the fovereign of the tky 
Comes, the troops of hell muft fy,  - 
He is the sock of ages fure, 

And all who to the end endore, 

A glorious crown of righteoufnefs 
Shall wear in realms of endlefs blifs, 





i € #} 
"There with bhovdawath:d throngs stove, 
Wond'img at redeeming. bve : 
Evermore will thout,and> fing, 
Heaven's palace loud (hall. ung. 

GHOKUS. 

Firm united let us go, 

On in Fesus’ steps below, 

As a band of orothasjoin'd = &% 

4nd eternal glory find. e 
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Three hymns composed by a little girl, named Crarr. 
8A Parker, about 10 years old: the daughter of Mr 
Wm. & Mrs. Mary Parker in Gallia ‘County, Siate of 
Obio, and sister to Elders Fobu Parker and Daniel Pare 
ker. 

The Lyms follow in ber own language, as I received 
them by the band of ber Brother, viz. 


I, 
Is FATHER I thank thee that thon haft 
Srought me into the truth, 
How oft I've fought a peaceful path, 
In vanities of ycuth. 


2. Oh! when fhall that moft blefid day 
Of thine be haft’ned on, 
When the Millennium thell difplay 


‘Lhe glories of the fon. 


o 


3- Come lovely Jefus and reflore 
Unto us Paradiie ; 
Then we fhall love our fins no more, 
But join to fing thy praife. 





ta) 
4. That glorious day is now begun, 
Which Angels with above 3°" 4 
Come bleffed Jefus from on high 


And crown us all with love, 
Clarissa Parkers 


i. 
1) THERE is @Beaven ot happinefs, 
A heaven of joy where Jelas’ is 5 
When hall I reach. that happy thore, 
Where pain and woe fhall be no mores 


2. There ail the faints fhall join to fing, 
The praifes of their heavenly King, 

Aod with tranfporting joys fhall raife 
Their hearts and voices in his praife. 


g- Chriflians fhall join in worlds above, 
In"praifes to the God of love, 
And with unfpeakable delight, 
Shall praiie their King in worlds of light. 


4. Tho’ we may meet with trials here, 
Yet we fhall have no trouble there ; 
We'll join to praife in Paradife, 

And be complete in happinets. 


5. O glorious fcene, we there fhall reign, 
Jn puréft pleafures without pain: 
O may | rite to worlds of light, 
Bnd fing God's prale with {weet delight. 
: Clarissa Purkers 





€ 2) 
HL 
Millennial Foys. 
Te i ete glories of the heavenly world, 

Ase now beginning to unfuld 
And we enjoy the light, 
Millennial joys are ufh'ring in, 
While we in raptures praife and fing 
©! what a pleafing fight. 


a. Ye triends te Jefus join to praik, 
The author of Millenniam joys 
And found bis love ab:oad. 
The peaceful morn is drawing near 3 
Millennium glories new appear ; 
© } love and ferve the bord. 


3. O come ye finners, come and fee 
‘What happy chriftians yor might be ; 
Come and your Saviour own. 

O come my little friends and tafte 
The fweet delights which flow fo faft, 
Down from the glorious Throne, 


4» O turn from your deceitful toys ! 
Come here, and you fhall find the joys, 
Which never fade away. 

‘furn from your fins and you fhall find 
Thofe*heavenly raptures of the mind, 
Which never know decay. 


g- The glorious day of peace is near, 
‘When all mankind fhall fee and hear 
And fecl the love of God, 
Young converts now begin to raife, 
Their voices in a fong of praife 
To their beloved Lord. Clarissa Parker. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


Shortly will be prefented to the public; Prorosars, 
for Printing by fubicription, the following periodical 
work: which will be publithed Monthly; to commenve 
as foon as a fufficient number of fubdfcribers ave obtain= 
ed: price oue dollar and fifty cents, per annum to fub- 
fcribers. 

All, who wish to become subscribers, will please to for- 
ward their names and place of nesidence, to Samuel Faire 
lamb, Printer, in Mariettas of oand the same to Abel Me 
Sargent, the Author. 
pc One dollar of the subscription, will be reqnired on 
the delivery of the first Number of each year, and the 
balance on the delivery of the sixth. 

Ihe defign of this pe tormance, is a vindication of 
true Chriftianity 3 and that ihe veligion of the Gotpel 
may be freed from that abule and reproach, which ignos 
rant and ungodly men, by mifreprefentations, have 
bought upo: it; we hupe therefore, the friends of chri- 
flianity will not be flack im encouraging fo neceffary. a 
worke 





“SARJENT, 
! ~ AGAINST 
PALMER* anptHe CL ERGY:} 


IN VINDICATION OF 


& 
Genuine Chriftianity. 


® Palme:’s works are allowed, by many, to be nan 
fwerable, in defence of Dsilm; and he is faid to be the 
ebampion among Deiftical writers. 

t he clergy, by their doctrines, have brought the 
Ch: iftian religion, with the character «f ics autho , into 
dijrepute ; and fo have they furnifhed the D&ift with 
Weapons to fight againfl the truth: but, TROTH, hav. 
ing ftronger'weapous, will prevail: f> will the epocnent 
- de difarmed, a.d Genuine Cunistianitry Jriumod. 





“ The Lord who delivered me out of the paw cf the 
Lion, and out of the paw of the Bear. be-will detiver 
“me out of she band & this Pbilistines 1 Samuel 
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